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New Egypt minister warns nulftants 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt'?, new interior minister. General Hasson Al Alfi. 
Pfedfed Monday to launch a "decisive*' confrontation roend unrest, in an 
implicit warning to Muslim militant.. The ruling party daily Mayo, 
meanwhile, said his predecessor General Abdul Halim Musa was sacked 
because he failed to consult President Hosni Mubarak before accepting a 
mediation hid between the government and nriEaants (see page 2). Gen." 
Alfi urged the Egyptian people to collaborate with police to confront' 
“elements... who' 'try to disrupt public order." according to a press 
Statement. "There will be a decisive confrontation against any attempt to 
violate the law." the general said in his first official remarks since Mr. 
Mubarak named him Sunday to replace Gen. Musa. Gen. Alfi did not 
refer by name to the Muslim militants who have waged a year-long battle 
to destabilise the government that has killed some 1 40 people, including 
tourists and Coptic Christians. Gen. Musa adopted a hard line against the 
militants but last week disclosed a mediation bid bv Islamic intellectuals. 
“His sacking was the result of several errors," said Mayo, "The last to 
date was the contains he undertook on hts own... (with the intellectuals) 
without consultingjPresidcni Mubarak or Prime Minister Alef Sedki." 
The prime minister on Sunday, shortly after the announcement of G«n., 
Musa's dismissal, rejected dialogue with the militants. 
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Rockets fired at 
.Israeli ‘security zone’ 

TYRE, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Resistance fighters fired at least 
.two Katyusha rockets on Israel’s 
self-styled "security zone" in 
'South Lebanon overnight, secur- 
. ity sources said Monday. There 
♦ was no immediate report of 
casualties. Security sources, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said the Soviet-designed rockets 
were fired from Wadi Nafkha 
near the village of Yater, a stron- 
ghold of the Hizbollah group. 
Yater is 18 kilometres southeast 
of the southern port dty of Tyre. 
The Katyushas were launched 
near the site where a senior com- 
mander of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine was 
seriously wounded Friday in an 
Israeli helicopter attack on his 
motorcade. 

Iraq starts building 
drive in Sudan 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, labour- 
ing under a punitive U.N. trade 
embargo, said Monday its en- 
9 gineers and technicians were re- 
pairing equipment and helping 
build roads and bridges in Sudan. 
“An engineering and technical 
delegation left Baghdad for Hiar- 
toum several days ago to help 
their Sudanese brethren in the 
campaign of maintenance and re- 
construction," the government 
newspaper Al Jumhouriyab said. 
Iraq’s minister of housing and 
construction, Mahmoud Di’ab Al 
Ahmad, left for Sudan on Sanday 
for an official visit. “Engineering 
and technical teams from the 
ministry were m Sudan recently 
where they embarked on a com- 
prehensive campaign ... to repair 
a great quantity of machines and 
equipment,” Al Jumhouriyab 
quoted Mr. Ahmad as saying 
before leaving. 

Israeli missile official 
convicted of taking bribery 

■EEL AVIV (AFP) — The fanner 
head of Israel’s Heretz anti- 
missile project, Dov Raviv, has 
been found guilty of pocketing 
^bribes, court officials said Mon- 
day. Judge Amnon Strachnov of 
Tel Aviv district court found Sun- 
day that Mr. Raviv took SI75,000 
in bribes from a Canadian com- 
pany and laundered the money 
through a Swiss bank account. 
Sentencing is to follow at a later 
date. Mr. Raviv, 56, was sacked 
in January 1992 as head of the 
project to build the Heretz anti- 
missile missile, financed 80 per 
cent by the United States. He is 
considered a top military expert 
and worked for 15 years on soph- 
isticated Israeli amis projects. 

Palestinian on trial 
for disco bombing 

BERLIN (AFP) — The trial 
opened here Monday of a Palesti- 
nian suspected of a link with the 
April 1986 attack on the West 
Berlin discotheque. La Belle, 
that triggered the U.S. bombing 
raid onubya nine days later. The 
37-year-old man, Imad 
Mahmoud, was charged with 
abetting a Palestinian commando 
unit that was allegedly inspired 
and equipped by Libya to carry 
out an attack on U.S. soldiers in 
West Berlin. Mr. Mahmoud lis- 
tened quietly as the charges were 
read out. and then said only: ‘T 
am innocent." 

Mechanical failure 
behind Afghan crash 

MAZAR-E- SHARIF, Afghanis- 
tan (AP) — Mechanical failure 
was the probable cause of a heli- 
copter crash that killed two U.S. 
journalists and 13 Afghans, 
according to rescue workers who 
retrieved the bodies. The bodies 
of Sharon Herbaugh, 39, the 
Pakistan bureau chief of the 
Associated Press, and of free- 
lance journalist Natasha Singh. 
28, were flown to Islamabad Sun- 
day on a U.N. flight from this 
northern Afghan border town. 
The crash was Friday. 

j 8 ‘terrorists* 

• i ; killed In Algeria 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Algerian 
security forces killed eight armedf 
Islamic activists and seized four’ 
automatic weapons in separate. 
'V incidents overnight and on Sun- 
day, police said Monday. Two of 
- the alleged fundamentalist “ter- 
rorists” were killed and one was 
injured when police chased four 
" ■ men preparing to carry out a 
holdup in the east Algiers suburb 
of Hussein-Dey Sunday. The 
fourth man escaped.. 


Peace talks said 
set for April 27 

Arafat, Assad hold talks in Latakia; 
ministers meet formally in Damascus 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria and the United States have 
proposed restarting the Middle 
East peace negotiations on April 
27, Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat said Monday before meet- 
ing Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad. 

. *‘Syrain Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al- Sharaa and U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher agreed on this date,” Mr. 
Arafat was quoted as saying by 
journalists on the plane from 
Cairo to Latakia, Syria. 

Washington and Moscow, the 
sponsors of the peace talks, in- 
vited foe Arabs and Israelis to 
resume the stalled negotiations in 
Washington Tuesday, but the 
Palestinians said conditions for 
the talks had not been met. 

"I hope that the obstacles will 
be removed by them and that 
there will be no other delay,” Mr. 
..Arafat .was quoted as saying. 

: Mr. Arafat said that die Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and the Palestinian dele- 
gates to the peace talks were to 
meet in Amman later Monday to 
formulate a position on the nego- 
tiations. 

This position was then to be 


communicated to the meeting in 
Damascus of foe other Arab par- 
ties to the talks — Syria, Lebanon 
and Jordan. The meeting is to 
decide on Arab conditions for 
resuming the peace talks. 

Mr. Sbaraa, who was in the 
same plane with Mr. Arafat, re- 
fused to mention a date for the 
resumption of the talks. 

Journalists travelling with him 
quoted him as saying that the 
Damascns meeting would 
announce "a common Arab posi- 
tion and nothing will be revealed 
before then.” 

Mr. Arafat said be was going to 
examine "in detail'' with Presi- 
dent Assad all obstacles blocking 
the peace process. 

Arab delegates said the Arafat- 
Assad meeting, foe first in a year, 
took place in Qardahah, Mr. 
Assad's hometown which is near 
Latakia on the Mediterranean 
coast 

At the meeting were members 
of the Palestinian negotiating 
team Faisal Husseini, Saeb Era- 
kat and Han an Ashrawi as well as 
PLO Political Department head 
Farouk Kaddoumi and two other 
PLO Executive Committee mem- 
bers. 


Mr. Assad was accompanied by 
Vice president Abdul Halim 
Khaddam, Mr. Sharaa and foe 
minister of state for foreign 
affairs, Nasser Kaddur, according 
to Arab delegates. 

Journalists asked Mr. Sharaa 
about U.S. assurances about the 
terms of the* peace talks, and 
reportedly replied: “Contacts are 
continuing on this subject.” 

Mr. Arafat said the Palesti- 
nians wanted to delay foe talks 
because Israel had not resolved 
the crisis over its expulsion of 
Palestinians to Lebanon in De- 
cember as well as those expelleed 
previously. 

They were also angry over the 
closure of the occupied Gaza 
Strip and West Bank last month, 
which he reportedly described as 
a "second occupation." 

Foreign ministers Fares Buez 
of Lebanon and Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber of Jordan who were also on 
the plane with Mr. Arafat and 
Mr. Sharaa. 

The meeting between Mr. 
Assad and Mr. Arafat suggested 
that a month of intense bargain- 
ing over whether to attend the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Saudis to free PLO 
funds in Gulf 


CAIRO (R) — Saudi Arabia has 
offered to boost financial support 
for the Palestinians to reduce the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion’s (PLO) isolation and en- 
courage it to resume peace talks, 
diplomats and Palestinian dele- 
gates said Monday. 

The delegates said Saudi Fore- 
ign Minister Prince Saud Al Fais- 
al had called on other Gulf stales 
to release PLO money blocked 
since Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 
August. 1990. 

They ’ said Prince Saud was to 
meet Faisal Al Hussemi, the 
Palestinian negotiators’ chief 
coordinator, in Cairo Monday. 

Prince Saud told an Arab 
League meeting Sunday he would 
discuss the financial strains of 
Palestinians 'in the Israeli- 
occupied territories and the pros- 
pects for a resumption of peace 
talks, foe sources said. 

After the PLO expressed sup- 
port for Iraq, Gulf countries froze 
financial aid and halted a five- 
per-cent tax deducted from 
Palestinian workers in foe Gulf 
and channelled to the PLO. 

Cairo-based political analysts 
said foe gesture from the king- 
dom, a main ally of the United 


States, was aimed at easing the 
PLO’s isolation and encouraging 
Palestinians to go to foe talks. 

Palestinians believe an im- 
provement In the PLO’s finances 
would help stem rising support in 
the occupied ^territories for the 
hardline Hamas movement, 
which opposes the peace process. 

The diplomatic and Palestinian 
sources said Prince Saud also 
announced his Gulf oil rich coun- 
try would increase financial sap- 
port for the United Nations Re- 
lief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA), which cares for hundreds 
of thousands of Palestinian re- 
fugees. 

UNRWA said in a report to 
Arab delegates that lack of funds 
had made it impossible for the 
agency to keep no its educational, 
social, and health services to the 
Palestinians (see page 2) 

The end of Gulf funding has 
caused a crisis in some Palestinian 
institutions. PLO sources said 
university teachers m the occu- 
pied territories had not been paid 
for three months, hospitals in 
Nablus and Gaza were suffering 
and thousands of students had 
been deprived of scholarships. 


Iraq: U.S. ignored 
efforts to better ties 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Monday the U.S. administra- 
tion of President Bill Clinton bad 
ignored its efforts to improve 
relations and Baghdad could not 
remain silent In the face of repe- 
ated attacks. 

"It seems the new American 
administration does not want to 
use its mind (to review) its overall 
aggressive attitude and conduct 
towards Iraq," the Baath Party 
daily Al Ttaawra said. 

“This new American aggres- 
sion will only make us more 
determined to remain steadfast, 
cling to our right and rage with 
anger at the wicked scoundrels' 
(U.S. and allies) on whom God's 
wrath is bound to fail," Al Thaw- 
ra said. 

Vice-President Tareq Aziz told 
the official Iraqi News Agency 
that the American attack was 
unjustified ar.d could be de- 
scribed only as “hostile and arro- 
gant." 

He warned the Clinton admi- 
nistration that steps by the former 
Bush administration against Iraq, 
“turned out to be a complete 
failure (because) Iraq remains 
steadfast to its rights and shall 
not be terrorised by such 
attempts.” 

Two U.S. planes patrolling the 
northern “no-fly” zone fired a 
missile at an anti-aircraft missile 
battery Sunday. 


Iraq said three soldiers were 
wounded and called the attack 
“provocative, hostile behaviour." 

The U.S. European com- 
mand's headquarters in Germany 
said foe planes retaliated after 
radar locked on to them. 

The government newspaper Al 
Jumhouriyab said "professional 
criminals and murderers in foe 
Pentagon" had sent the planes. 

Nine days earlier, four U.S. 
planes patrolling the zone drop- 
ped cluster bombs on an Iraqi 
anti-aircraft position close to 
Mosul, which is 400 kilometres 
north of Baghdad. 

Hoping for better ties with the 
new U.S. administration, Iraq 
offered Mr. Clinton a unilateral 
ceasefire on Jan. 19 and said it 
would stop flying planes in the 
southern and northern “no-fly” 
zones. 

Al Thawra said Iraq had hoped 
for “a new chapter of dealing 
(with Washington) that would 
have reflected positively on the 
conditions in the whole region.” 

Al Qadissiya, the Defence 
Ministry newspaper, said that the 
latest air attack showed Washing- 
ton “rejects all the moral rules 
calling for peace through .dia- 
logue and on the basis of mutual 
interests.” I 

In Washington, the Defence' - 

(Continued on page 5) 


Fire guts 
Waco cult 
compound 

WACO (AP) — The compound 
where cult leader David Koresta 
and 95 followers holed up for 51 
days was consumed in an inferno 
Monday after federal agents in an 
armoured vehicle smashed the 
buildings and pumped in tear-gas. 
The Justice Department said cult 
members set the fire. 

The fate of the Branch Da vi- 
dian leader — who at times dur- 
ing the siege had predicted an 
apocalyptic end — was not im- 
mediately known. One person 
could be seen jumping off a roof; 
one emerged with his hands up. 

Shortly after noon (1700 
GMT), smoke began pouring out 
of several second-floor windows. 
Within 10 minutes, one end of the 
wooden compound was engulfed 
in flames, which raced across the 
building, fed by high winds. 

The blaze appeared to move 
unusually fast through foe com- 
pound, indicating that an 
accelerant might have been used. 

Huge clouds of smoke rose ioto 
the air from the complex of inter- 
locking buildings. A watch tower 
that had become familiar in tele- 
vision shots of the kiege col- 
lapsed. 

Caroline Aronovhz, a Justice 
Department spokeswoman in 
Washington, said two people 
were seen at the compound start- 
ing the fire at opposite ends of the 
complex. She said they were 
members of foe cult. 

Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBI) spokesman Nestor 
Michnyak said the tear-gas used 
in the compound was non- 
flammable. 

Waco fire trucks were called in. 
About an hour after the fire 
started, they were seen pouring 
water on the buildings. Ambu- 
lances drove onto the compound. 

. The fire began moments after 
an armoured vehicle rammed one 
of the buildings as part of a 
six-hour assault. At dawn, FBI 
agents in a tank-like vehicle with 
a battering ram had begun rip- 
ping holes in foe walls of the 
compound. Agents were met by 
heavy gunfire but no injuries 
.were reported. The FBI said its 
agents did not return the fire. 

At a news briefing about a half 
hour before foe fire began, FBI 
spokesman Bob Ricks had said: 
“At this point we’re not negotiat- 
ing. We’re saying come out! 
Come out your hands up. This 
matter is over.” 

The assault was by far the most 
aggressive action taken by the 
federal government since a gun 
battle of Feb. 28 that began the 
siege. Four federal agents died 
and 16 were injured in the shoot- 
out, and cult leaders have said six 
of their members were killed. 


Hoar ends 
Jordan visit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — General 
Joseph Hoar, commander of 
the U.S. Central Command, 
left Amman Monday at the 
end of a several-day visit 
during which he was received 
by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Prime Minister Shar- 
if Zeid Ben Shaker, Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Abdul Hafez Mirai and 
other senior officials. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said the Regent met 
with Gen. Hoar and a delega- 
tion accompanying him Mon- 
day (see photo) and discussed 
Jordanian-American rela- 



tions and cooperation in all 
fields. 

‘The Regent reviewed the 
latest developments in the 
Arab and international 
scenes and answered queries 
raised by members of the 


U.S. delegation, it said. 

The meeting was attended 
by senior Armed Forces offi- 
cials and U.S. Ambassador to 
Jordan Roger Harrison as 
well as the U.S. military 
artache in Jordan, it said. 


Israeli army blocks aid 
for besieged Gaza Strip 


EREZ CHECKPOINT, Occu- 
pied Gaza Strip (Agencies) — 
Israeli soldiers stopped a convoy 
of aid Monday and confiscated 
food, clothing and blankets 
meant for Palestinians confined 
to the occupied Gaza Strip for 
three weeks. 

Military authorities blocked 
the five-truck convoy from enter- 
ing the strip, calling the effort by 
foe leftist Hadash party and Arab 
Israelis “a political act.” 

An army spokesman said the 
military would give the clothes 
and blankets to Gazans in need 
but would return the food, which 
included flour, rice and sugar, to 
the convoy’s organisers. 

“No-one is going hungry in 
Gaza, there is abundant food, 
and the members of parliament 
know this," the spokesman said. 

Israel's cabinet decided Sunday 
to extend the closure which had 
prevented tens of thousands of 


Palestinians of the strip and occu- 
pied West Bank from working in 
the Jewish state. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
ordered the occupied territories 
closed after attacks in which 13 
Israelis were killed last month. 

Two Hadash members of par- 
liament who accompanied the 
convoy called the closure an 
Israeli attempt to force Palesti- 
nians back to Middle East peace 
talks suspended since Israel's ex- 
pulsion of 415 Palestinians to 
Lebanon in December. 

“The closing of Gaza is a 
crime, and one of its goals is to 
make the Palestinian people suf- 
fer from hunger," parliament de- 
puty Hashem Mahameed told a 
meeting of Gaza businessmen. - ' 

Israel’s Peace Now Movement, 
which advocated an Israeli milit- 
ary withdrawal from the occupied 
territories, Monday voiced sup- 
port for the indefinite closure of 


the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“It is an intelligent and positive 
measure because the closure of 
the territories shows the Israelis 
that separation is the most realis- 
tic solution,” Peace Now spokes- 
man Tsali Reshef told a press 
conference. 

“Mixing the Israeli and Palesti- 
nian people is being paid with 
blood.” Mr. Reshef said in refer- 
ence to the killings of 15 Israelis 
and 26 Palestinians last month. 

Gaza was sealed off on March 
28 and the West Bank was closed 
two days later. 

Peace Now said Israel should 
take, a “brave peace initiative” to 
Jcickstart stalled Arab-lsraeli 
peace talks to “give hope to 
inhabitants of foe region.” 

“The government must start a 
dialogue with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO),” 
said Peace Now Secretary Gener- 
al Avri Gil. 


‘Poverty 
report 
is not 

frightening’ 

. By Samir Shaflq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A committee which 
was entrusted late February to 
prepare a report on poverty in 
Jordan has accomplished iu> task 
and will present its findings to the 
prime minister in the next few 
days. 

According to a high-ranking 
official, the report is now in the 
hands of the minister of planning 
who is drawing key notes from 
the report and trying to include it 

in an overall comprehensive re- 
view to the presented to interna- 
tional donor countries ' institu- 
tions in May-June this year. 

The poverty report w.» deman- 
ded by the World Bank, which 
had done its own report on the 
subject, to see how tbe Jordanian 
government views the social im- 
pact on the people in the process 
of implementing the economic 
structural adjustment program- 
me. 

The report is also intended as a 
comparison document and a 
measurement of accuracy to the 
World Bank report, the official 
told the Jordan Times. 

The official, who preferred 
anonymity, refused to reveal any 
data or information except to say - 
that the report "is not frighten- 
ing” and that its main scope “is 
mainly in linking poverty to un- 
employment" which the govern- 
ment sees as a key danger to 
avoid poverty from "widening. 

He hinted "that by highlighting 
the threat of unemployment 
rather ' than poverty. Jordan 
hopes to convince the World 
Bank and the Internationa! 
Monetary Fund (IMF) of the 
social danger of cutting the civil 

Continued on page 5) 


Bitter feud in Pakistan 
after Sharif is toppled 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Ousted Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif will be arrested if corrup- 
tion charges are confirmed, the 
acting premier said Monday, in- 
dicating the country's power 
struggle could escalate. 

Mr. Sharif s government was 
dismissed Sunday night by Presi- 
dent Ghulam Ishaq Khan, cap- 
ping a two-month battle for sup- 
remacy between Pakistan's two 
most powerful men. Mr. Sharif 
began rallying loyalists Monday 
to challenge his dismissal. 

Mr. Ishaq Khan deposed Mr. 
Sharif after the prime minister 
threatened to repeal the constitu- 
tional amendment that gave the 
presidency much of its power, 
including the right to appoint the 
military's commander. 

Rather than act as a check, the 
1985 amendment created conflict- 
ing power centre that have repe- 
atedly clashed. Mr. Sharif's was 
foe third government to be dis- 
missed in five years. 

Previously. Pakistan had been 
mostly under military rule since 
its independence in 1947. 

Acting Prime Minister Baikh 
Sher Mazari. who will head the 


administration until elections July 
14, said early Monday that he 
would act on the president's 
accusations of corruption if they 
could be proven. 

A defiant Sharif dared the 
president to prove his charges. 

"If I have committed any 
crime, let him fight me in court.” 
he told the Associated Press dur- 
ing a rally of hundreds of his 
party faithful. 

“The dissolution has been con- 
demned by the whole nation. We 
have the support of the people." 
he said. 

Parliament Speaker Gohar 
Ayub, a Sharif supporter, peti- 
tioned the high court to issue an 
injunction against the presiden- 
tial decree. The court will hear 
the* case Tuesday. 

Mr. Sharif moved, out of the 
prime minister's official residence 
early Monday and planned a 
whistle-stop train journey to his 
home town of Lahore Tuesday to 
begin his political revival. 

Followers promised mass de- 
monstrations in Punjab. Mr. 
Sharif s home province, which 

(Continued on page 5) 


Demirel may succeed 
Ozal as head of state 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish com- 
mentators Monday tipped Prime 
Minister Suleyman Demirel to 
win an awkward race for presi- 
dent after Turgut Ozal's sudden 
death Saturday. 

Mr. Demirel’ has yet to confirm 
he will be a contender, but he 
told Hurriyei newspaper such ex- 
pectations were natural. 

"It is natural for the people to 
consider this for me as a person 
who has been in Turkish politics 
for 30 years." he said. 

A 10-day nominal ion period 
begins on April 27. Parliament 
has a further 20 days to choose a 
new president. 

Mr. Demirel said his duty was 
to avert any succession crisis, but 
Mr. Ozal's unexpected demise 
has plunged Turkey into an im- 
broglio which could upset the 
existing political equation. 

The conundrum for politicians 
is how to replace Mr. Ozal with- 
out subjecting the nation to more 
of the ill-tempered cohabitation 
which marked the late president’s 
relations with Mr. Demirel. 

For would-be presidents, the 
dilemma is how to secure the top 
job without destroying their own 


parties in the process. 

Sine parliament is to elect the 
new president, ordinary Turks 
will have no direct say in whether 
they get a dynamic, opinionated 
'head of state such as Mr. Ozal or 
an even-handed figurehead who 
will not meddle in politics. 

Turkish columnists sa'id Mr. 
Demirel was the strongest poten- 
tial candidate, hut warned that 
taking on the presidency could 
carry heavy consequences tor him 
and his True Path Party (DYP).' 

They predicted that such a 
move would cause the break-up 
of tHe 17-month-old coalition be- 
tween the centre-right DYP and 
the Social Democrat Populist 
Party (SHP) led by Erdal Inonu. 

Mr. Demirel. nv. may want to 
crown his long political career 
with a seven-year stint as head of 
state. But Sabah columnist 
Ahmet Tan said it could he poli- 
tical suicide for him to step down 
as prime minister before fulfilling 
election promises. 

"If Baba (father. Demirel's 
nickname) desens the govern-- 
ment in favour of a post lacking 
responsibility, he cannot justify 
this to his pany or the public." 


Aqaba-bound ship turned away - third this month 


By P.V. Vfvekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — A Sudan esc -flag 

ship under charter to a largely 
Jordanian government-owned 
shipping company was inter- 
cepted and prevented from 
proceeding to the port of 
Aqaba by the enforcers of the 
international embargo against 
Iraq in tbe third incident of its 
kind this month, the head of 
foe company said Monday. 

Yasser Al Tal, director- 
general of foe Jordan National 
Shipping Lines, said the vessel, 
Omdurman, was carrying 
12,000 tonnes of general cargo 
bound, for tbe Jordanian mar- 
ket from Europe. 

Inspectors based on an 
American frigate, part of the 
international force patrolling 
foe Red Sea to enforce the 
sanctions against Iraq, boarded 
the vessel in the Tiran Straits at 
the mouth of the Gulf of 
Aqaba and ordered it to turn., 
back, Mr. Tal told the Jordan 


Times. 

“Despite foe captain's offer 
to ensure inspection accessibil- 
ity to all the cargo, including 
those in the lower hold, foe 
inspectors demanded that the 
vessel unload part of the cargo 
at some other port before 
being allowed to proceed to 
Aqaba,” Mr. Tal said. 

The cargo that the inspectors 
wanted unloaded included 200 
tonnes of water pipes and some 
containers as well as some 
mobile cranes, he said. 

Subsequently, foe vessel bad 
no choice but to proceed to 
Port Suez to meet with the 
demands of the inspectors, Mr. 
Tal said, adding: 

“This diversion is going to 
cost at least 550,000 extra, and 
we have no choice but to re- 
flect it on our charges from the 
importers.” • ..... 

Mr. Tal noted ,th?t the Jor- 
dan National Shipping lines is 
75 per cent government-owned 
and its operations are strictly 
guided by the policies set by 


the government. 

"It is inconceivable that our 
ships will carry any cargo in 
violation of the sanctions,” he 
said. Furthermore, he added, 
"all exporters and shippers 
provide us with every neces- 
sary <k>cument, including U.N. 
permission wherever neces- 
sary, at the point of origin, 
particularly the European 
ports which abide by the sanc- 
tions to the letter." 

Hie Omdurman, which took 
■on its cargo from Belgian , Ger- 
man and British ports, was foe 
third ship to be intercepted and 
prevented from proceeding to 
Aqaba this month. 

Al Abiad, another Sudanese 
vessel, and the Windfieid, a 
Norwegian ship, were blocked 
at the Tiran Straits on April 7 
and April 14 respectively. The 
vessels, carrying general cargo 
and newsprint for the Jorda- 
nian market, were diverted to 
other Red Sea ports to unload 
part of their cargo. 


In both cases the reason 
died by the inspectors was 
inaccessibility to cargo for in- 
spection. 

"It seems that whenever a 
new frigate takes up position 
(as part of the sanction enfor- 
cers). it makes it a point to 
intercept and turn back two or 
three ships bound for Aqaba,” 
said Mr. Tal, quoting an old 
proverb: "New brooms sweep 
foe roof." 

Jordanian shipping agents 
and merchants made their 
long-standing concerns known 
to a group of officers from the 
international force in foe Red 
Sea who visited Jordan three 
weeks ago and were hoping 
that the oveizealous inspection 
methods would be relaxed. 
Mr. Tal said. 

“The costly diversions and 
discharging of cargo elsewhere 
and foe subsequent trans- 
shipment are damaging the 
national economy and leading 
to increased prices in the mar-, 
ket,” he noted. 
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Middle East News 


Mubarak replaces interior 
minister; militants happy 


By Dalia Baligfa 

The Associated Press 


CAIRO — President Hosni 
Mubarak has appeased Muslim 
radicals by firing his interior 
minister, whose harsh campaign 
failed to stanch anti-government 
violence and raised accusations of 
human rights abuses. 

The new minister has firsthand 
experience with the militants and 
is a known crusader against cor- 
ruption. one of the radicals' main 
complaints in their holy war to 
replace Egypt's secular govern- 
ment with strict Islamic rule. 

Moreover, police Major 
General Hassan Al Alfy, 57, is 
not a member of Mr. Mubarak's 
political party, which is sure to 
win favour with militants. 

It was uncertain how widely 
Gen. Hassan '-s policies may dif- 
fere from his predecessor, Abdul 
Halim Musa. But analysts ex- 
pect the militants to suspend 
attacks on tourist sites and other 
areas as they await his first move. 

A senior extremist leader of 
the Islamic Group in the trouble 
spot of Assiut. 320 kilometres 
south of Cairo, immediately wel- 
comed the new minister's 
appointment Sunday. 

“The Islamic Group has re- 
ceived with happiness the news 
that Al Alfy has been 
appointed," said Mahmoud 
Sayed Selim, leader of the 
group's military branch, in a 
statement to reporters. 

“We know that he is honest 
and against corruption," he said. 


“He knows a lot about us. His 
appointment could decrease the 
confrontation between us and the 
security authorities. 1 ' 

The Islamic Group has about 
200.000 supporters, many men in 
their 20s, and about 10,000 are 
believed to be armed. After 
targeting security forces and 
members of the Coptic Christian 
community, they turned on fore- 
ign tourists last year and have 
already caused a 50 per cent drop 
in tourism. Egypt's top foreign 
currency earner. 

The leader of the group is said 
to be radical Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman, who faces deportation 
from the United States. At least 
four of the suspects in the Feb. 26 
World Trade Centre bombing 
that killed six people and wound- 
ed more than 1,000 attended the 
blind cleric's sermons at a mos- 
que in New Jersey. 

As governor of Assiut for the 
past two years, Gen. Al Alfy has 
dealt directly with the extremists. 

Shortly after Mr. Mubarak 
swore him in, Gen. Al AHy told 
reporters of the need to establish 
“safety and security for everyone 
in Egypt and a decisive and effec- 
tive confrontation with extremists 
and terrorists." 

In brief remarks, he blamed 
difficult economic circumstances 
and unemployment for the spread 
of extremism. 

Since the beginning of 1992, 
139 people have been killed in 
clashes, most of th£m militants. 
Critics have accused the govern- 
ment of abusing human rights and 



Iraq to allow visits 
by Iranian pilgrims 


Abdul Halim Musa 
fostering violence with violence. 

In his last week in office. Mr. 
Musa opened a dialogue with 
the radicals through a committee 
of religious leaders. Mr. Musa 
apparently angered the govern- 
ment by discussing the mediation 
pubtidy. 

Prime Minister Atef Sedki de- 
nied the government was talking 
with tiie radicals. 

“There cannot be a dialogue 
with these criminals who kill in- 
nocent people and strike against 
the interest of the nation,” he 
told reporters after Gen. A] Alfy 
was sworn in. 

HIsham Mubarak, a lawyer 
who studies the militants' anti- 
government campaign, said the 
ministerial change will bring a 
temporary truce between the gov- 
ernment and the extremists. 

“The upcoming period will wit- 
ness a reduction of violent acts,” 
he told the Associated Press. 
“The Islamic Group will give the 
new minister a chance and will 
rest him. It will not escalate any- 
thing unless police start first." 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — A 
senior Iraqi official says his coun- 
try is ready to admit Iranian 
pilgrims, the official Islamic Re- 
public News Agency (IRNA) re- s 
ported Monday. 

The invitation was extended 
Sunday by Iraq's deputy minister 
of endowments and religious 
affairs, Hamed A! Qabisi, who is 
in Iran to attend a religious con- 
gress, according to the agency, 
which is monitored in Nicosia. 

His presence at the gathering, 
as well as the invitation to pil- 
grims, is a sign of growing coop- 
eration between Iran and Iraq, 
which fought a bloody war from 
1980-88. 

Diplomatic relations between 
the two countries remain 
strained. Iran accuses Baghdad of 
harbouring Iranian rebels, while 
Iraq accuses Tehran of aiding 
Shiite Muslim rebels operating in 
southern Iraq. 

But recent reports indicate that 
Iran is sending food worth mil- 
lions of dollars into Iraq in return 
for cement and fertilizer. The 
trade is prohibited by U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed after Iraq's August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Mr. Qabisi is in Iran at a 
congress honouring Sheikh 
Mufid, a Shiite Muslim scholar 
who died in 1022. The three-day 
conference, which began Satur- 
day, is being held in the Iranian 
city of Qom, the centre of Shiite 
learning in Iran, IRNA said. 

The conference has drawn 
scholars and researchers from 25 


countries, it said. 

Mr. Qabisi told the news agen- 
cy that the presence of an Iraqi 
delegation at the congress was “a 
sign of improvement of Tehran- 
Baghdad ties,” the news agency 
said. 

Sites holy to Shiite Muslims are 
in the Iraqi cities of Karbala. - 


Najaf, Kazmin and Samara. 
IRNA said Mr. Qabisi * 


IRNA said Mr. Qabisi “de- 
clared his country’s readiness to 
admit Iranian pilgrims.” 

Mr. Qabisi was willing to dis- 
cuss arrangement for visits to 
Karbala, Najaf, Kazmin and 
Samara, it said. 

Iranians could not visit them 
during the Iran-Iraq war or after 
Baghdad's invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990. 


Shells hit Kurds in Iraq 


An Iranian Kurdish rebel 
group said Iran's army began 
shelling its headquarters in north- 
ern Iraq Monday in preparation 
for a ground attack. 

The Democratic Party of. Ira- 
nian Kurdistan (PDKI) said the 
attack was concentrated near 
Ranya just inside the western- 
imposed “no-fly” zone in north- 
ern Iraq and could lead to “wide- 
spread ki lling and destruction.” 


“The Islamic Republic (of 
Iran) ... began intensive bom- 
bardment of the area at 10.55 
a.m. local time,” it said in a 
statement sent to Reuters from its 
European Office in Paris. 


Ceasefire , fresh talks raise peace hopes in Sudan 


By Mohammad AM Saed 
Agency France Press 


KHARTOUM — A ceasefire 
that is apparently holding and 
agreement for a date on new talks 
have caused hopes to rise that a 
lasting peace is possible in 
Sudan. 

Observers here see the new 
optimism as a sharp contrast to 
the anticipated offensive that the 
government appeared to be plan- 
ning to recapture territories in 
south Sudan still under the rebel 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA). 

The government was believed 
to be planning operations similar 
to the code-named “Operation 


Summer Crossing" last year in 
which government troops suc- 
ceeded in retaking several major 
towns, including Torit, the SPLA 
stronghold, from rebel control. 

However, the authorities have 
responded positively to a cease- 
fire declared unilaterally last 
March by the SPLA main faction 
led by Colonel John Garang. 

The ceasefire between Col. 
Garang’s men and government 
troops was still holding and had 
even extended to include other 
SPLA factions, according to gov- 
ernment spokesman Ali Al Haj 
Mohammad at a press conference 
last week. 

The spokesman had returned 
from “proximity” talks with Col. 


Garang in the Nigerian capital 
Abuja. He said he had accused 
Col. Garang of using the cease- 
fire with the government as an 
opportunity to purge his rival 
factions. 

Peace prospects were further 
encouraged by an encounter 
arranged by Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni between Col. 
Garang and Mr. Mohammad at 
the northern Ugandan town of 
Entebbe, and by the latest meet- 
ing in Abuja where Nigerian 
mediators obtained an., agree- 
ment on substantive talks to be 
held in Abuja on April lb. 

The Abuja negotiations would 
be between the government and 
Col. Garang's SPLA factiononly. 


excluding rival factions. 

Mr. Mohammad told the press 
conference that the government 
gave priority to talks with Col. 
Garang because he had become 
the “brandname” worldwide for 
the rebel movement. 


However, he added, the talks 
with Col. Garang would not bar 
them from haring similar talks 
with the other rebel factions. 

For this reason, a government 
delegation would travel to Kenya 
in the near future to meet these 
factions and explore their posi- 
tions, he said. 


Rek Machar and Lam Akoi 
head one faction, and William 
Nyuon and Karbno Bol head two 
others. According to recent re- 
ports, the factions recently 
formed themselves into a single 
organisation under Mr. Rek 
Machar. 


I 


Since the 1991 overthrow of 
hardline leader Mengistu Haile 
Mariam in ‘ neighbouring 
Ethiopia,' the SPLA has splin- 
tered, with three dissident fac- 
tions led by former Garang aides. 


Observers anticipate consider- 
able difficulty with the upcoming 
talks, with the government advo- 
cating a federal system in which 
Sudan would be divided into nine 
regions each enjoying legislation 
of its own choice, and Col. 
Garang insisting on a confedera- 
tion of two separate states, one in 
the north 'and the other in the* 
south. '.V-' 


Mr. Rek Machar is known foj 
favour the more radical position- 
of full secession for south Sudan. 


The National IVIusic Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
Concerts and Recitals 

Theatre: The Royal Cultural Centre 





Thursday. 22 April 1993 - X.Ott p.m. 

A MUSICAL ENCOUNTER: 
QANUN & PIANO 
A unique musical event: Gamnl Abdul 
Muii'ini (qamm) and Hans Lcrchbachcr and 
Christian Scutari (piano) will show the 
correlation bclnccn the Quanun and the 
Piano The program will include solo qanud 
and 4-hand piano pieces by Ravel. Poulenc 
and Salic. 

Ticket Price: JD 5 

In ( ’oopcraiion with < loci he Institul - 
Amman 


Sunday. 25 April 1993 - 8:00 p.m. 
VIOLIN & PIANO RECITAL 
Seth Taylor (violin) and Monica Ripamonti 
(piano) will perform three violin sonatas by 
Mozart Beethoven and Brahms. Their recital 
reinforces the application of Classical well- 
tempered tuning (A=432) and its implication 
on a better music appreciatioa 
Ticket Price: JD 5 
In cooperation with Schiller Institute 


American 
I International 
School 


A1S MALLORCA is now accepting reg- 
istration tor students aged 3-18, for 
September, 1992. We offer: 


Saturday. 24 April 1993 - 8:00 o.m. 
CLARINET & PIANO RECITAL 
A d> mimic performance presented by Agnes 
Bashir (piano) and Ali Sliawki (clarinet), two 
faculty members of the National Music 
Conservatory. The program will include 
pieces by Vivaldi. Mozart. Chopin and others. 
Ticket Prio- I'" ; 


Thursday. 29 April 1993 - 8:00 p.m. 
PHILIPPE CARMENT TRIO 
A Jazz recital by Philippe Carment (piano). 
Jean-Bcnoit Culot (drums) and Lionel 
Guillemin (double bass). 

Ticket Price: JD 5 

In cooperation with the French Cultural 
C 'entre. 


- American curriculum to university level. 

- British curriculum to “O” and "A” level. 
-Spanish High School curriculum. 


LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE 
IN DAY AND BOARDING. 


For further Information please contact: 


American International School 
Calle Oratorio 4 
Portals Nogs 


Attend all activities for JD 16 
The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 


Majorca, Spain 

Tel:: 34-71-675850 


Arafat 
activist 
shot dead 
in Sidon 


JQRDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 1993’ 


Jordan assails Israeli I r" 
siege of occupied lands 


SIDON (AP) — Two gunmen 
assassinated a regional comman- 
der of Yasser Arafat's main- 
stream Fateh faction Monday in 
South Lebanon, the latest death 
In a war with the Abu Nidal 


group. 

Police said the assailants 


pumped 11 bullets from silencer- 
equipped pistols into Dr. Ibrahim 
Turkiyeh, who served as chief 
dentist for the U.N. Relief and 
Works Agency and the Palesti- 
nian Red Crescent Society in the 
port city of Sidon. 

Dr. Turkiyeh, 47, Fateh's com- 
mander in Sidon, was attacked 
outside a medical depot in down- 
town Sidon at 10 a.m. (0700 
GMT). 

Police said they believed Dr. 
Turkiyeh’s assassination was the 
latest in a series of tit-for-tat 
killings between Fateh and Abu 
Nidal ’s breakaway Fateh- Revolu- 
tionary Council. 

At least 25 people on both 
sides have been killed since last 
June. 

In another incident that could 
be related to the Fateh-Abu Nid- 
al feud, the bullet-riddled bodies 
of two men were discovered at 
the northern entrance to Sidon. 

Police said they believed one of 
the victims was a Palestinian and 
the other a Syrian. They said the 
men probably were killed two or 
three days ago. 

Their faces were unrecognis- 
able because of gunshot wounds, 
police said. 

“We are investigating their 
case on the bases that the two 
victims were probably members 
of Abu Nidal's group," said a 
police spokesman, who cannot be 
identified by name under security 
rules. 

Further south near the port city 
of Tyre, the car of Fateh's com- 
mander of the Shabriba refugee 
camp, Yehya Nabil Al Masri, was 
blown up Monday by a remote- 
control bomb. 

Police said the green Mercedes 
was destroyed and that a resulting 
fire damaged two empty houses 
nearby. No casualties were re- 
ported. 

The killings began on June 8, 
1992, when Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) intelligence 
chief Atef Bseiso was gunned 
down in Paris. The rest of the 
attacks have occurred in 
Lebanon. 

Abu Nidal, whose real name is 
Sabri Al Banna, broke from 
Fateh in 1973 and was sentenced 
to death by a Fateh revolutionary 
court, which tried him in absentia 
in 1974. 

Mr. Arafat views Abu Nidal as 
a reckless maverick whose unruly 
extremism damaged PLO in- 
terests and image. 

Abu Nidal brands Mr. Arafat a 
“capitulationist” for his efforts to 
seek a political settlement with 
Israel and has vowed to strike at 
Israel and its Western supporters. 1 

Abu Nidal tops the “most 
wanted" list in the United States 
and many European nations. ' 


AMMAN (J.T) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, has condemned 
Israel's three-week old closure of 
the occupied territories and its 
ban on Palestinian labourers en- 
tering the Jewish state. 

In a letter, headlined Israel 
acts, Jordan reacts, in the April 
1% issue of the International 
Herald Tribune, the Crown. 
Prince said: 

“The Israeli attempt to ban 
Palestinian labour is an_ act of 
oppression contrary to interna- 
tional labour laws and customs. It 
can only be seen as a measure of 
collective punishment, a mis-, 
i guided response to the escalation 
of Palestinian resistance to 
occupation. Its profoundly nega- 
tive consequences are already 
being felt, both in the occupied 
territories and among Israeli em- 
ployers. 

“Israel's claim that the occu- 
pied territories have benefitted 
economically from occupation is 
bogus, in fact, the regime im- 
posed by Israel has causfed the 
collapse of the existing economic 
structure. ,No new work opportu- 
nities have been created in the 
territories during the years of 


occupation. This feet, togethq 
with oppressive restriction oa 
Palestinian enterprise, ha* 
meant that most Palestinian 
workers have been forced to 
work in Israel or to emigrate. 
And Israel is now dosing the 
door to the only work remaud§| 
to those under occupation. . 

A meeting of Arab ministers^ 
labour held recently in Amniati 
decided to put a request foiWahj 
to the director-general of the 
International Labour Organic, 
tion to call on Israel to guarantee 
freedom of labour for all Pategj. 
nian workers. The purpose is 
to demand that Israel grant em- 
ployment opportunities in 
■ Israeli community, bur to fooseti 
the economic hegemony imposed 
by Israel through its mflnaty 
occupation. 

“Is a ban on Arab labour cq» 
ducive to confidence-building? 1 # 
it an effective way to fight whit 
Israel describes as extremism? 
One thing is certain: The ban ka 
sure way of exacerbating tensions 
that are already at breaking 


point, and creating a climate not 
for peace and mutual understand- 


for peace and mutual understand- 
ing but for further grief on an 
sides." 


UNRWA warns Arabs of 


socio-economic emergency 


VIENNA (Agencies) United Na- 
tions Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) Commissioner- 
General Turkmen has warned 
that “the rapidly growing 
hardship of Palestinians in the 
occupied territory may soon sur- 
pass UNRWA’s financial ability 
to respond.” 

Speaking in Cairo on Sunday at 
a special session of the Council of 
Ministers of the Arab League, 
Mr. Turkmen called upon Arab 
countries to provide greater 
financial support to the United 
Nations agency responsible for 
providing services to more than 
2.7 million Palestine refugees in 
the Middle East. 

Even prior to the Israeli- 
ordered sealing of the West Bank 


addressing the human cost wifl 
fell on UNRWA. 


and Gaza Strip in late March, 
which Mr. Turkmen described as 


“economic asphyxiation," UN- 
RWA was feeing a budget deficit 
of?S28.5 million and confronting 
the* possibility of having to cut 
services if additional funds were 
not nude available. Today, tens 
of thousands of Palestinian work- 
ers ve idle, prevented by the 
closure from going to work in 
Israel. Wage losses to the Gaza 
Strip alone are estimated at 
>$750,000 per day. 

The focal economies of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip have 
also been disrupted by the closure 
and resulting movement restric- 
tions leading to millions of dollars 
of losses in agriculture, industry, 
transport and commerce. Unem- 
ployment was at least 40 per cent 
in the Gaza Strip and about 25 
per cent in the West Bank prior 
to the sealing. If, as expected, 
new regulations and stricter 
monitoring are enacted to reduce 
the number of Palestinian labour- 
ers allowed to work in Israel, 
much of the responsibility for 


UNRWA interviews with 
Palestinians in Gaza Strip refugee 
camps indicate that some femmes 
have been forced to liquidate 
possessions to generate cash w 
buy food because their savings 
are depleted. Local businesses 
have laid .off huge numbers of 
workers because they have no 
access to raw material and con- 
sumer demand has fallen. Agri- 
cultural products intended for the 
West Bank or external markets 
are being dumped locally, causing 
prices to fell between 50 per cent 
and 90 per cent. In the West 
Bank, merchants report that con- 
sumer purchases of fruits have 
dropped by 80 per cent, eggs by 
50 per cent and meat by 60 per 
cent. 

Mr. Turkmen explained that 
“steadily deteriorating economic 
conditions of Palestinians in the 
occupied territory as well as -in 
-(Lebanon have pushed people 
who did not in the past depend on 
UNRWA services to turn to the 
Agency for basic support.” . 

UNRWA provides basic health 
care, education and relief and 
social services to Palestine re-' 
fiigees in Jordan, Lebanon, West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. UNRWA’s 
118 health clinics receive six rtjfc: 
lion patient visits annually; 
schools provide education to over- 


350,000 pupils; 5,000 students 
attend UNRWA vocational train*' 


attend UNRWA vocational train*' 
ing centres; and 180.000 persons 
are registered with UNRWA’s 
special hardship programme 
which provides food rations ■ to 
the poorest refugees. UNRWA 
has previously announced that; it 
could be forced to begin reducing 
some services beginning Julr'l 
unless additional funds are -re- 
ceived. 


Faulty Scuds deprive N. Korea of oil 


Fax: 34-71-676820 


SEOUL (AFP) — North Korea's 
oil imports shrank drastically last 
year, partly due to faulty Said 
missiles exported to Iran as barter 
payment, an official at a South 
Korean state-backed thiqktank 
said Monday. 

North Korea’s oil imports fell 
to approximately 1.35 million 
tonnes last year from 1.93 million 
tonnes in 1991 and 2.54 million 
tonnes in 1990, said Ko H-Dong 
of the Korean Development Ln- 
sti rate’s (KDI) Centre for North 
Korean Economic Studies. 


Imports from Iran fell to 
220,000 tonnes, down from 


640,000 tonnes imported from the 
Middle East — mainly Iran — the 


previous year and 980,000 tonnes 
from Iran in 1990, Mr. Ko said. 
KDI had no specific figures for 
Iran in 1991 but Mr. Ko said 
imports from Iran took up the 
Son’s share of imports from the 
Middle East. 

He said oil imports from Iran 
were shrinking because the Scud 
missiles Pyongyang sent Tehran 
in exchange had some defects and 
it had little e]^e with which it 
could use to barter for the oil. 

North Korea's oil imports have 
also shrunk because, hit with a 
deteriorating economy, it bad lit- 
tle hard currency and few com-' 
modifies with which to pay other 
suppliers, he said. ' 


In the past, he said, 45 per cent 
of Chinese oil shipments were 
paid for in commodity goods 
while 55 per cent were considered 
a loan, which was in effect never 
paid off. 
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Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)9X3323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Ai Hires Modem Hospital (09)990990 

WBBh 

Princess Basma Hospital (10)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

fan Al Nafca Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Htya Hospital 00)314111 
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............ .... AoahafRJ) 

VkX Muscat Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

M:N Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 
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Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


M LanuKa.VtcnwH 

Duhaif 

!fl * Bucharest ( 


Rome(A2) 


Market trices 


S3 
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AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
Khdidi Maternity. J. Aran . 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amn.. 
Jabot Amman Maternity.... 
Malh».J. Amman .......... 

Palatine. Shmdsani 

Shmctsani Hospital 

University Hospital 

Al-M uashcr Hospital 

The Islamic. Abdaff 

Al-Ahli. AbdaJi 

' Itafiw. Al-Muhajrccn ....... 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrufich 

Army. Marita 

Ouccn Ala Hospital 
Anal Hospital 
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.. 644201/6 
.. 642441/2 
. — . 642362 
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.. 667227/9 
.066127/37 
.. 664164/6 
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.891611/15 

— 686100 
..... 674155" 
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rtto information is supplied by Royal 
Jonntnum (RJ) information depart- 
tocot at the Omen Aim latcnuuoaal 
Airport Td. «»)S32m-5. where it 
should always he verified. 


arrivals 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Right* 
(Terminal 1) 


—— Jakarta. Kuala Lmnpar (RJ) 
Dftahran (RJ) 


6fc55 „ 
87:15 .. 

•AM .. 
•Ml .. 
. 12:80 .. 
12:15 ... 
1*45 ... 
OM ... 

1230 

1305 ... 
13.-45 ... 
1*55 ... 
2M5 ... 
22.-M ... 
22:15 1.. 
22J0.„ 


Frankfurt (RJ) 

- DanweuslRJ) 

*“■“ Aqaba (RJ) 

— AnMerdam. New York (Rj) 

3 —-—-. Vienna (RJ) 

Montreal, Toronto (RJ) 

— p * r »- Brussels (RJ) 

Madrid fRJ) 

Geneva. London (Rj» 

Frankfurt (rji 

Cain) (RJ) 

yr London (RJ) 

Dam3SCH S. Lanwca (RJ) 

Af(nn/Dlt 


Banana .... 

Cabbage”"”"^" 

Carrot 

C^lrnowg/"’" 


per kg. ■ 

... 700/70 

660/68 

620/62 

540/45 

70/4 

150/9 


....... isanusens. LanuKa(RJ) 

Ade " (RJ) 

=5C'ssit5B8ij 


Grapefruit*;:;;;; 
Lemon 

(green).,, 

g™ 1 * 

jypper (hot) 

.5s?.™!?." 

Tomato 

Spina* 


Imports from China, Pyon- 
gyang's last remaining communal f i 
mentor, have also dropped as 
Chin ese firms are aiming more# 
turning a profit than in aiding 
ideological allies, he said. 

Imparts from China totalled 
1.05 million tonnes of crude tfll 
last year, down from 1.1 million 
tonnes the year before. He said it 
was still unclear how deeply -‘a 
Chinese decision to halt barter 
trade" 
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!H1S ROYAL Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
“■ li^r j'- , * ll ttw i Regent, Monday receives the Omani Minister oT 
'liVnju^k 1 I Industry and Trade Maqboul Ben All Sultan 
‘ ijgfl second from right). Mr. Snitan, who was received 

.in a special audience at the Royal Court, conveyed 
the greetings or Sultan Qaboos of Oman and those 
"of the Omani people to His Majesty King Hussein 
]_aud the Jordanian people. Prince Hassan and the 
Omani minister reviewed results of talks between 
"the Omani delegation and Jordanian officials. The 
£ Crown Prince stressed the need for setting up a 
joint information centre on trade and Industrial 


Jl ' on i_.. 
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Investments, to enhance bilateral cooperation be- 
tween both countries. He also emphasised the need 
to promote doser cooperation in the area of human 
development with aD hs compre hen sive concepts 
through the specialised councils available in both 
countries, such as the Omani Development Council 
and the Higher Council for Science and Technolo- 
gy. The Omani minister expressed his government's 
interest in cooperation in the field of applied 
scientific research, particularly oo water desalina- 
tion (Petra photo) 


Ar absot Visiting Omani trade minister 
enier ^ reviews issues with officials 
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.AMMAN (Petra) — Visiting 
Omani Minister of Industry and 
Trade Maqboul Ben Ali Sultan 
'was received at .separate meetings 
“Monday by the ministers ofSupp- 
• minus in - Agriculture and Health to 
k, 1 -- iiP'dtscxiss enhancing trade relations 
^**1^ "and other fields of cooperation. 
cu Local htr ; - At the meeting with Supply 
Minister Mohammad Al Saqqaf 
Mr. Sultan called for correcting 
the trade balance, which is cur- 
rently in favour of Jordan, and 
urged the supply ministry to reim- 
fxm Omani fish. 

• * Mr. Saqqaf informed the Oma- 
ni minister that the Jordanian 
market is open to all kinds of fish 
”!cwWrejttit ‘ and that al the present time the 
j-ntchaMrs ni tic- .private sector is importing suffi- 
cient quantities. 

‘ He stressed that the supply 
■ministry will reconsider the Oma- 
ni request. 

" * On the other hand. Mr. Saqqaf 
■called on the Omani side to im- 
-port Jordanian ■ fruit. The two 
‘ministers agreed to hold a meet- 
ing next month for- officials from 
••b'oth''ministries'-;to discuss the 
‘ possibilities of 'these import mat- 
ters. A 

’ ’ Also Monday Agriculture 
'■Minister Fayez Khasawneh dis- 
■ cussed with Mr. Sultan the idea of 
-establishing joint companies. 


^ indurate jijjj"?'- 

Nrcn forced^ 

• ’"i«'n\ in — 


• !U| M 

' 1 • ^‘c-juse ^7 
A !o nuteni e 
ucnianj luj {j^. 
".l! piiHlUilSiniffliji 
! i, i cvTtrai- 

v jumped ^ : 
•• !■' Ij!I iHUeaiiiii 
P 5 - 1 <-*cni 1*4 


; vd I'v pff 

• : iciii andmeah: 


’ 1 urKmen 

‘••i'v .kll-n.TJlffi; 

..f Palests£. 
irrnitin a* 
hju- pusfa. 
did Mi*; :n ihepac 
i'n \ v.-mcotoc 
•••■i ! M ‘ luve m. 

\K\V \ pKnitkil- 
l' kltic.iiion jnJ r 

i. -.imccs w Pi: 

It*; Jan. LtM 
i. ..rdi’.i^Mnri^ 
hc.ir.V. i.lnnMKffii' 
jmSutJ »nlt‘ &- 
...)• • -i , i Jc cilmosr 1 . --- 
;,«■ pH ri5> 

•.it l 

,, „:r,s jallfl*’ 

•TEw* "^MMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
, . V )|lkH i.wjie. r -f? , g*U css Crown Pnnce Hassan 


which will be responsible for 
organising import and export pro- 
cesses. 

The two ministers also discus- 
sed issues and export process. 

The two ministers also discus- 
sed issues pertaining to exchanges 
of agricultural experiences, parti- 
cularly in relation to drip irriga- 
tion. rationalising the use of wa- 
ter for irrigation, sheltered agri- 
culture, reuse of waste water and 
production of veterinary drugs 
and fertilisers. 

Mr. Sultan said his ministry 
plans to facilitate the flow of 
commodities between both coun- 
tries by granting visas to Jorda- 
nian trucks entering Oman and 
easing the related procedures. 

The two ministers agreed to a 
proposal whereby a Jordanian 
trade delegation representing the 
public and private sectors will 
visit Oman to inspect the needs of 
Omani markets and work out a 
formula for commercial coopera- 
tion ■ regarding- Jordanian agri- 
cultural products, fertilisers, 
-eggs, "and- veterinary drugs'. 1 ’ . 

Health Minister Aref Al 
‘Batianeh also received Mr. Sul- 
tan and focused discussions on the 
possibility of sending Jordanian 
nursing instructors to teach at 
nursing schools in Oman and 


assigning visiting professors to 
give lectures on nursing at 
Oman's nursing colleges. 

The Omani delegation also 
toured Sahab Industrial City and 
was briefed on its activities by 
Fayez Suheimat. director general 
of Jordan Industrial Estates Cor- 
poration. 

In a related development, tech- 
nical committees from the Joint 
Higher Jordanian-Omani Com- 
mittee held a meeting Monday at 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade and discussed means of 
supporting and developing the 
volume of trade' between both 
countries in the various indust- 
rial, cultural, commercial, tech- 
nical and tourism areas. 

They also discussed the possi- 
bility of establishing a joint hold- 
ing company. 

On Sunday, the joint commit- 
tee met under the chairmanship 
of Industry and Trade Minister 
Abdullah Ensour and.his Omani 
counterpart Mr. Sultan, and dis- 
cussed means of increasing and 
diversifying the balance of trade 
in both countries. 

Jordan's exports to Oman last 
year totalled JD 1.2 million, 
while Jordan's imports from 
Oman were around JD 992.000. 


Crown Prince reviews financing 
with visiting IDE president 


it yPtbe Regent Monday received at 
1 K • ** ; ; tbe Royal Court President of the 


,U '-* r Jeddah-based 
«'""***?*£ "meat Bank 
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Develop- 
Ahmad 
and reviewed 
with him the area of financing 
.short-term and long-term trading. 

Prince Hassan also discussed 
with Mr. Ali scopes of coopera- 
tion between the bank and the 
Jordan Hashemite Charity Orga- 
nisation, which has carried out 
^several development and rehabi- 
li ration projects within the 
framework of the Arab and Isla- 


i jii- .taic Relief and Cooperation Pro- 


Dr. Ali voiced the IDB’s 
appreciation of Jordan's active 
participation in supporting the 
bank's efforts and its various pro- 
jects in the Arab World. 

Dr. Ali Arrived here cm two- 
day working visit during which be 
will hold talks with senior Jorda- 
nian officials on relations be- 
tween Jordan and the IDB, the 
projects being financed by the 
bank in Jordan, and the finance 
of Jordanian exports and imports 
through various trade finance 
channels. 

He was received upon arrival 
by Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
Governor Mohammad Said Al 


Nabulsi. Dr. Nabulsi said be dis- 
cussed with Dr. Ali projects 
which the Islamic Bank might 
finance or contribute to, such as 
those owned by Jordanian phos- 
phates and potash companies. 

Other projects include provid- 
ing financial aid for the purchase 
of a ship' and extending assistance 
to Al Amal Cancer Centre, he 
said. 

Dr. AJi and the accompanying 
delegation will meet with Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
the finance and planning minis- 
ters and senior officials from the 
potash and phosphates com- 
panies. 
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Mutah opens first electrical engineering meeting 

100 participants will seek to revitalise research 


MUTAH (Petra) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker Monday opened the first Jordanian 
electrical engineering conference to be held at 
Mutah University. 

Addressing the' opening session. University 
Acting-president Mohammad Kheir Mamsar wel- 
comed Sharif Zeid and said the conference was 
held in response to His Majesty King Hussein's 
call for the Arab Nation to come up to date with all 
contemporary cultural and scientific develop- 
ments. 

Dr. Mamsar said the participation by a uriique 
group of scholars from the various universities and 
scientific institutions is evidence of the awareness 
and live response to King Hussein's call. 

He pointed out that the university's plans ro 
participate in national development stem from its 
conviction that culture plays a major role in 
comprehensive national development. 

Dr. Mamsar said that through its programmes 
and scientific plans the university seeks to concen- 
trate on scientific approaches, intensifying efforts 
to promote them and strengthening their founda- 
tions. 

He reviewed some of the cultural achievements 
made by the university in the areas of research, 
publishing, organising symposiums, and interac- 
tion with local communities. 

He stressed the importance of conferences and 
symposiums in attaining high standards of scien- 
tific research and developing and promoting the 
spirit of innovation and novelty. 

Dean of the engineering faculty Yousef Jaafreh 
said the conference is the first episode in a series of 
specialised scientific conferences, which the uni- 
versity seeks to organise locally, regionally and 
internationally. 

Dr. Jaafreh said that linking between scientific 
research and national development is one of the 
most prominent features and one of the estab- 
lished facts at the present time. He said the 
convening of this first engineering conference in 
the south of Jordan is a practical translation of the 
university's objectives to support scientific re- 
search, strengthen its foundations and direct the 
attention of researchers to the need for linking 
scientific research and comprehensive develop- 
ment. particularly in the southern region of Jor- 


dan. 

He pointed out that the engineering faculty does 
not only seek to graduate engineers, but also to 
achieve' a higher degree of interaction with the 
local communities through participation in build- 
ing basic concepts on the social and economic 
formulas of development and drawing up the 
technical and engineering studies needed to open 
the panorama of Arab and Islamic achievements. 

The faculty also seek to undertake the necessary 
technical studies on the establishment of mini 
cities near the university, in cooperation with the 
Industrial Estates Corporation. 

It also aims to create an ideal university village 
for the teaching and administrative staff of Mutah 
University. 

Taking parr in the conference which seeks io 
revitalise scientific research are 100 researchers 
from various academic and industrial institutions 
in Jordan. 

The three-day conference will discuss 26 re- 
search and eight working papers in the areas of 
electronics, telecommunication, energy, remote 
control and computers. 

Sharif Zeid also opened a book exhibition held 
on the sidelines of the conference and the Jorda- 
nian Electric Industries exhibition. 

Attending the opening ceremony were Deputy 
Prime Minister and Education Minister Thouqan 
Al Hindawi. Deputy Prime Minister and Trans- 
port Minister Ali Suheimat. Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Abdel Hafez Mirai Al Kaabneh and 
senior government and civil officials. 

Later Monday Sharif Zeid, who is chairman of 
the Royal Commission for Mutah University, 
chaired a meeting of the commission, during which 
he called on the university to review the method of 
admitting students so that it conforms to the needs 
of the community m the various major fields of 
study. 

He also urged undertaking a detailed study on 
the university’s needs for qualified teaching staff to 
maintain excellent academic standards. 

Dr. Mamsar briefed Sbarif Zeid on the situation 
of the university and its future aspirations and 
reviewed the organisational structure of the uni- 
versity, as well as the organisational structure of 
the students federation. 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Monday opens 
Mutah University's first electrical engineering conference 



Government, military, security, and university officials, as 
well as tens of experts Monday attend the opening session of 
Mutah University's first electrical engineering conference 
(Petra photo) 
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Islamic 

commerce 

meetings 

begin 

AMMAN (Petra) — The execu- 
tive committee of the Islamic 
Chamber of Commerce, Industry 
and Commodity Exchange 
opened its 21st meeting in Am- 
. man. Monday with the partidpa- 
'fi6n of delegations representing 
17 Arab states, as well as the 
■^Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC). 1 ' 

Minister of Industry and Trade 
Abdullah Ensour, in an opening 
address, called for bolstering eco- 
nomic, commercial and technolo- 
gical cooperation among Islamic 
states. 

Dr. Ensour said the Islamic 
peoples who represent one-fifth 
of the world population are 
targetted at the present time, 
when changes are sweeping the 
world arena. 

The minister said the Islamic 
states should develop economic 
relations between them through 
granting preferential treatment to 
each other, encouraging joint 
ventures, exchanging trade fairs 
periodically and beniefitting from 
financial assistance offered by the 
Islamic Development Bank. 

He said Jordan implemented 
such schemes before others had 
even expounded them. 

In 1991, he said, the volume of 
trade exchange between Jordan 
and other Islamic countries 
accounted for 31 per cent of the 
volume of its foreign trade ex- 
changer 
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jects. 

•-.-The Crown Prince and Mr. Ali 
•reviewed projects being financed 
. partly by the bank to enhance 
. J mtf, ‘V Ntbeir production capacity, such as 
•the Arab Potash Company’s ex- 
■ pansion projects, Shidieh phos- 
phates project and some of the 
University of Jordan's projects in 
! jjjie areas of science and technolo- 
• IK ’Or ;-gy, as well as the expansion of 
o' 1 ..Aqaba port. 

„ a* 1 * 1, ( ‘ PriinM Hassan and Dr. Ali fo- 
.i-rJ “ ciised on the need to direct spe- 
j, *A' in ' rial attention to human develop- 
ment on the basis of an integrated 
social package, and scientifically 
: analysing the problems faced by 
i th'e Islamic world, particularly 
poverty and unemployment. 
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Water experts 
to review 
information 


^ access, use 








AMMAN (J.T.) — Water and 
information management experts 
will meel in Amman today to 
discuss ways of improving witter 
supply and sanitation program- 
mes by applying lessons learned 
in the country, or from regional 
and global knowledge and experi- 
ence. 

The Water Supply and Sanita- 
tion Collaborative Council (a 
global forum of professionals 
working in the sector) has identi- 
fied lack of access and use of 
information as one of the major 
constraints to the development of 
.sustainable water supply and 
sanitation services. 



HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King condoles Turkish acting-president 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sunday sent a 
cable to acting Turkish President Husamettin Cindoruk, condol- 
ing him on the death of Turkish President Turgut Ozal. Also 
Sunday His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad sent a cable of 
condolences, voicing his deep sorrow and regret over the death of 
President Ozal. 

Crown Prince receives Circassian society group 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
the Regent Sunday received at the Royal Court a delegation 
representing the International Circassian Society. Prince Hassan 
Monday delegated deputy director of his office Abdullah Kanaan 
to coiivey his co'ndblriices to Al Abdiiflat family over the death of 
Abdullah Sal am Al Abdullat. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

■& Art exhibition entitled “The Legend of Petra II” by artist 
Saha Shornan at the^Jatiooal Gallery for Fine Arts. 

☆ Exhibition entitled “Recreation” by Jordanian, French and 
Iraqi artists. Inspired by a sculpture by Iraqi artist M ohamm a d 
Hussein Abdullah, at the French Cultural Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by Samia Al Zaru and Adnan Yahya at the 
Abdul 1 Hameed Shoman Foundation Gallery. 

☆ Art exhibition by Syrian Artist Lujaina Al Ased at Batadna Art 
Gallery. 

•ft Exhibition of books and educational facilities at the Internation- 
al Expo Centre. 

■ft Exhibition of prints, entitled “Architectural Motifs from the 
Arab World,” by Rima Farah at the gallery. Hotel Jordan 
Intercontinental. 

* Exhibition of paintings by Hanan Al Dasonqi at the Royal' 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of chemical materials and experiements for school 
students at the Jordan University of Science and Technology 
(JUST). 

THEATRE 

& Arabic play entitled “The Dawn and Sunset of a Girl Called 
Yasntin” at 7 p.m. at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

■ft English play entitled “The Right Size” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 8 p.m. 

POETRY 

Poetry recital by Syrian poet Shawqi Baghdadi at the Scientific 
and Cultural Centre of Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation at 
6:00 p.m. 


Viel zu fruh hat tins unsere Kollegin und Mitar- 
beiterin 

Beats Christen 

als Folge eines tragischen Verkehrsunfalls am 16. April 1993 fur 
burner verlassen. Wir werden ihr erfrisebende, humorvolle 
Frohlichkeit, ihre Hitfsbereitschafi und Hire latkrafltige Art sehr 
vermissen. Sk hintertasst eine Liicke in unserem Botschaftsteam, 
die stch nur schwer wird sch Hessen lassen. 

Botschaft der 
Bundesrepublic Deutschland Amman 


Eine Gedenkfeier wird am Mittwoch. dem 21. April 1993 um 17:00 
Uhr iiTfler LutbertschriTKirche zum'Guten Hirten. Mekka Street, 
stattflndeu. 

Traueranschrift: 

Artur und' Martha Christen 
do Deutsche Botschaft Amman 

Our colleague Ms. Beate Christen departed loo earl}', as 
a result of fatal car accident on 16. 04. 1993. 

By her tragic death we lost a dear and beloved colleague of pleasant 
nature, joyful and extremely co-operative. 

Beale’s death created emptiness in our Embassy quite difficult to 
fill. 

Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany, Amman. 

- Memorial service will take place at the Arabic Lutheran Church, 
Mecca Sir. on Wednesday, 21st April 1993 at 5 p.m. 

- Condolences can be sent to: 

Artnr and Martha Christen 

c/o Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany, Amman. 


Parliamentary delegation 
returns from talks in India 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian 
parliamentary delegation headed 
by Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
returned to Amman from New 
Delhi Monday after participating 
in the 89th Conference of the 
International Parliamentary Un- 
ion (IPU) which opened there 
April 12. 

Dr. Arabiyat told the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, upon arriv- 
al that at the five-day conference 
a working paper- presented by the 
Jordanian delegation reviewed 
the democratisation process. in 
the Kingdom, democracy in the 
Arab and Islamic worlds "abd 
dimensions of the expulsion of 
about 400 Palestinians to South 
Lebanon by Israel last Decem- 
ber. 

He said the paper also dealt 
with the role of world parlia- 
mentarians in pressuring the 
Israeli occupation authorities to 
release Palestinian detainees and 
prisoners, allow the expellees to 
return to their homes in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
meeting the needs of the Palesti- 
nian people, and stressing their 
right to establish their indepen- 


dent state on their national soil. 

Dr. Arabiyat said participants 
in the conference underlined the 
need for countries in the Third 
World and Asia to carry out an 
effective role in determining the 
characteristics of the new world 
order and to coll for unified stan- 
dards that govern relations be- 
tween world states. 

The delegation accompanying 
Dr. Arabiyat to the conference 
included Deputy Taher Al Masri. 
Senator Abdullah Salah. Deputy 
Husni Al Shayyab and Parlia- 
ment Secretary General Saleh Al 
Zu'bi. . . 

Dr. Arabiyat said the Jorda- 
nian delegation has conveyed to 
Indian President Ramaswamy 
Venkataraman and other Indian 
officials the greetings of His 
Majesty King Hussein and the 
Jordanian government and peo- 
ple. 

The Indian president, he said, 
asked the Jordanian team to con- 
vey his greetings and appreciation 
to King Hussein. His Royal high- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent and the Jordanian peo- 
ple. 


CONDOLENCES 

The editor and staff of the Jordan Times deeply 
mourn the passing of 

Pop Vasile 

father of their friend and colleague 

lea Wahbeh 

May lea and Hassan be comforted that they were 
able to share some tender moments with their father 
when he visited Jordan with Mrs. Vasile recently. 


CONDOLENCES 

The Friends of Archaeology Society offers its sincerest 
condolences to' the family, friends, the ambassador and 
colleagues at the German Embassy in Amman on the 
untimely death of our member and friend 

Beate Christen 

due to a tragic car accident on Friday, April 16. 1993. 
We remember with affection this charming, delightful 
young woman who accompanied us on many of our 
activities. 

May God grant us all the understanding and acceptance 
of His will. 


RANDA BEROUTI 
Watercolours 

at 

USTOlMNrE 

ftOMBRO 

April 19- May 15 
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Chance with time 


BECAUSE Israel has been more interested in pursuing 
a separate treaty with Syria than in working for 
comprehensive peace with all Arabs, it was the right 
thing for Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk Sharaa to 
state on Sunday that the Arab parties would either all 
participate in the ninth round of negotiations or none 
would. This positive twist towards showing stronger 
Arab solidarity is all the more important in view of the 
false impression hitherto entertained by Israel that 
most of the Arab countries would go ahead and take 
part in the Washington peace parley with or without 
the Palestinians. 

In fact, the minister's statement should have come 
as no surprise to those who have been watching 
political developments vis-a-vis the resumption of the 
peace talks, which could now rest a week later than 
originally scheduled on a stronger base. The new time 
factor, albeit short, should give the negotiations an 
added impetus not only in terms of needed Arab 
cohesion but also in that it could provide new 
’opportunities to resolve some of the remaining sticking 
points that precluded the restart of the talks on April 
20. It appears that U.S. and Israeli assurances to the 
Palestinians in particular have not been strong enough 
to encourage the Palestinian delegation to engage mice 
again in the peace process. For one thing, the issue of 
the expellees was compounded twenty days ago by 
Israel’s arbitrary decision to seal off the occupied 
territories. And by doing so Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin has played into the hands of the 
extremists on both sides of the fence and created new 
obstacles in the face of the already complex Israeli- 
Palestinian track. Even the significance of Rabin’s 
grudging acceptance of the application of United 
Nations Security Council Resolution 242 to the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and his willingness to offer the 
Palestinians some legislative powers were effectively 
neutralised by the events taking place in the field. 
Israel can no longer sugarcoat its collective banish- 
ment of Palestinians and the siege of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip even by spectacular policy announce- 
ments that would normally carry considerable weight 
and effect. The breathing space now accorded to the 
next stage of the Arab-Israeli peace negotiations can 
still remove at least some of the discrepancies between 
the actions and rhetoric of Rabin’s government. If this 
actually happens the resumption of the Washington 
. parleys will take place one week late,, but it will also 
have a better chance of being more productive and 
solid. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


JORDAN APPRECIATES the European countries' support foi 
the Arab cause and for the rights of the Palestinian people, but 
such support is only in theory and not in practice, and does not 
become concrete unless the Europeans take practical steps to 
reestablish right and justice, said A1 Ra'i Arabic daily Monday. 
The European Community has. to date, refrained from taking 
one practical step to end the occupation of Arab land, neither did 
it move to contribute constructively towards ending the sufferings 
of the Palestinian people, the paper noted. This lack of action and 
the absence of the European role has given the Americans 
encouragement to impose their hegemony on the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict, and indeed encouraged the Israelis to pursue their 
repressive and brutal actions against the Palestinian people, 
continued the paper. The Israeli's have realised (hat the Euro- 
peans suffice themselves with mere statements issued on different 
occasions hut do not follow them with actions, the paper pointed 
out. It said that the time has come for the European Community 
to end the present state of affairs and take meaningful action 
towards serving justice if the European statesmen really mean 
what they say. The Arah countrie 1 ; have long been calling for a 
real and positive role on the pan of Europe towards ending the 
occupation of Arab lands in implementation of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and have been urging the Europeans to help 
establish peace in the Middle East, recalled the paper. It said that 
there is an urgent need now for Europeans to move speedily 
towards achieving this objective and to end Israel's arrogance and 
brutal treatment of the Palestinian people. 

Saleh Oaliah. a columnist in Al Dustour, Monday criticised the 
political stand of the leader of the Palestinian expellees now 
stranded in southern Lebanon for his call on the Palestinian 
people to renounce the PLO leadership. The writer said that Dr. 
Rantisi is calling on the Palestinians in the occupied land and the 
diaspora to elect a new leadership at a time when the Palestinians 
are facing brutal measures from the Israelis and at a time when he 
realises that his demand is impossible since no Palestinians inside 
or outside occupied Palestine can stage such elections. According 
to Dr. Rantisi, the Palestinians should not take. part, in^the. 
ongoin- peace efforts becauie'' tbey - lack a, sirong.lea^rtst*^ 
guide them, noted the writer. But’, he continued, toleav^fff 
as they are and to ignore the present PLO leadership would m&n 
leaving the Palestinians to the mercy of Israel and its briital 
measures with no end in sight for the oppressed people's 
salvation. By denying the presence of the PLO leadership. Dr. 
Rantisi is taking the Palestinians back to square one leaving them 
jn total confusion about the events around them and lacking will 
-ower to move ahead and uave themselves from the present 
sufferings, noted the writer. The writer criticised Dr. Rantisi and 
his men in southern Lebanon for failing even to raise the 
ton 9?..- their .amp and for demanding that the 
Palestinians renounce their present leadership without offering a 
practical solution to the present dilemma. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G- Khouri 


Racists, monkeys and settler-states 


HISTORIANS MAY well look back to these two months — 
March and April 1993 — as the physical birth of the State of 
Palestine, as opposed to its political birth in the late 1980s. 
Day-to-day events usually hide broader historical trends; the 
day-to-day violence and counter-violence that we have witnessed 
in Palestine/Israel in recent months hides the delineation of Israeli 
and Palestinian entities that are both still in the process of being 
born. 

This process of national birth is visible in Israel's security and 
political polices towards the continued Palestinian uprising. The 
massive use of retributive military force and collective punish- 
ment. including undercover Israeli death squads that assassinate 
Palestinian resistance activists, did not solve Israel’s "security" 
problem. The mass expulsion of over 400 Palestinians in 
December quickly led to intensified Palestinian resistance, 
including last week's Palestinian suicide car bomb attack. 

Consequently, in a state of obvious confusion over why its 
traditional reliance on brute force has not brought calm and 
security. Israel has now closed off the occupied territories. Israel's 
housing minister said a few days ago that this move was 
irreversible, with only about 20.00U skilled Palestinians gradually 
to be allowed back to work in Israel, and the other 100.000 
Palestinian day-workers to be barred permanently from employ- 
ment in Israel in the future. 

This desperate move wilLnot be any more successful -than the 
many other tactics that Israel has used in a futile attempt to evade 
dealing with rhe reality and vitality of Palestinian national 
identity. This month's latest twist to the Zionist political monkey's 
policy legacy of "see no Palestinians, hear no Palestinians, speak 
to no Palestinians'' comes in the wake of a century of Zionist 
mythology and ideology based on the belief that if one wishes 
hard enough or shoots frequently enough the Palestinians — in 
this holy land of miracles — will miraculously disappear. 

This month's closure of the occupied territories is very much in 
keeping with previous Zionist/Israeli policy: during the last 
centuiy. Zionists and Israeli governments have dealt with the 
Palestinians by making believe they did not exist, buying them 
out. tetrorising them out of their homes and communities, 
conquering and subjugating them, ignoring them, expelling or 
imprisoning them, enticing them with material benefits, trying to 
enduce false., neuf. Palestinian leaderships, suffocating them 
economicallyXfisoh&mg them politically, humiliating them, or 
beating rhem-^b rurally. 

None of these policies have worked. History speaks with a 
brutal clarity: the two seminal political events of Palestinian 
national and political life in the 20th century were the great strike 
of 1936-39 and the intifada of 1987-1993. two indigenous 
rebellions half a century apart, reflecting a people's will to live in 
freedom and national'dignity. Israel's overwhelming political, 
military and economic power and its tremendous moral and 
material support from the Western powers have been unable to 
dull the glow of Palestinian national identity or to dissipate it in 
any manner. The Zionist gun has proved to be an ineffective 


weapon against Palestinians who no longer are afraid to die. 

Therefore, in the early spring of 1993, the Palestinian-Zionist 
struggle is more intense than ever before during this century. The 
physical intensity — knife killings, shootings and car bombings by 
Palestinians, and massive military overkill by Israelis — has given 
rise to an intellectual and political intensity reflected in the drastic 
move to isolate die occupied territories, to distance the Palesti- 
nians from the Israelis, and to hear Israelis talk of a "political" 
solution to the Palestine issue, rather than only a "security" 
solution. The continued Palestinian will to resist has forced Israel- 
to come to grips with its massive historical failure: It has been able 
neither to assimilate and absorb the Palestinian people nor to 
destroy and disperse them. 

“The human will to live In freedom is 
much stronger than the capacity of a 
distorted political ideology to subjugate an 
entire people. ...The isolation of the occu- 
pied territories and the ongoing peace talks 
will inevitably lead to political decisions to 
disengage Israel from Palestine. 99 

The current policy of closing off the Palestinians is only a new 
twist to the Zionist political monkey's legacy of intemperate 
dreaming. It is the quintessential^ racist face of Zionism in the . 
finest tradition of South African apartheid — isolate the 
Palestinians in defined homelands watched over by a massive 
Zionist security force, draw on the skilled Palestinian labour that 
Israel needs to maintain its living standard and offer the 
Palestinians only symbolic rights. This policy, like the many 
others that Zionism has tried before to evade the Palestinian sou), 
will not work, because it is based on eluding reality rather than 
coming to terms with it. This policy will only accelerate the 
inevitable historical trend to separate Palestinians from Israelis. 

In the short term, the Palestinians will suffer as the blacks in 
urban squatter townships suffered in South Africa in the last three 
decades. Living standards will decline and families will endure 
greater hardships, as the modern Zionist illusion plays itself out 
and proves to be just that — an illusion that tries to make believe 
there are no Palestinians in Palestine. Israel will now make one 
last effort to assert- its military control over all the Palestinians. • 
through the choking, policies of the state or the freelance violence 
and vigilantism of the settler-colonialists. The suffering of the 
Palestinians to date will look relatively mild in the face of the 
hardships to come. This is the macabre phase of Zionist 
psychological frenzy, a grotesque ultimate solution in which 
Zionists place the entire Palestinian people in one large prison 
camp that is fenced off from the ‘rest of the world, slowly to 
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wfll startto define the little Palestinian Siam that is 

good historical bet. and it will also start to define the borders ohr 

Zionist entity, a Jewish homeland, and an 

remained vague, expansive, trigger-happy, and predatory 

preat challenge before all of us today is 10 chaond the 
historical and emotional forces that emanate from this reality 
the ground into political tendencies that can dnvc the peace talk^. i 
towards success. Qearly. Zionists/Israelis and Palestinians cannof - 
live together toilay in a single state, and they must find 
distinct identities and rights in individual states. How we to ., 
that point from our situation today will require a sophisticated, -- - 
contiliatory and patient process of diplomacy thar neutralises the - 
anger and rancour of the past by . offering a senes of gains and^. 
rights that can define a more reasonable future for Palestinians. 
Israelis and the other concerned Arab states. A ; 

This transition from historical failure to future stability is taking 
place before our eyes every day. The more we recognise its 
component elements and exploit them to achieve our rights and 
aspirations, the sooner we are likely to check the audacious - 7 
Zio nist endeavour and to achieve the justice and the nationaL 
normalcy we seek and deserve. One day. Arabs and Israelis will... 
live in pe&ce, justice, and mutual rights; one day. Christians, 
Muslims and Jews will live as brothers and sisters in an ancient 
land that God chose to deliver his message of fraternity to 
humankind. But that day will come only after today's IsraeK-.j 
policies are radically changed and replaced by a policy of /j 
rationality and composure. That change is underway. j 

Let us recognise what has happened this month; Israel has ::: 
made an economic/politica! retreat from eastern Palestine; it 
camouflages this retreat in the vocabulary of “security”, for it 
cannot speak the words of the truth of its failure. Following its --.: 
partial retreat from southern Lebanon a few years ago, this is an ' 
important development in terms of modem Zionist history. It wilt 7 
be followed soon by a steady demographic retreat (a slowdown in 
settlement expansion) and then a military retreat in the context of- 
a negotiated peace accord that should come to fruition in the next ’ 
LO years. Racists, monkeys, and settler-states are very predictable - 
beasts, once the illusory nature of their world becomes clear to ;' 
them. 
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Worried about Boris, not Bosnia 


By Peter Pringle 


THE ERA of barefaced decep- 
tion by Russian diplomats at the 
United Nations is over — well, 
sort of. Yuli Vorontsov, the 7 tong- 
serving Russian ambassador to 
the U.N., came out of a meeting 
of the Security Council last week 
and made a statement that was 
fully worthy of his days under 
Soviet rule. Looking the cameras 
in the eye, he said that Moscow's 
request to delay the council's vote 
on new sanctions against Bel- 
grade was not coupled with any 
problems at home. 

Everyone here in New York, in 
Washington, London, Paris and 
beyond, knows that the Russians 
asked for the delay so President 
Boris Yeltsin would not be sad- 
dled with an embarrassing Secur- 
ity Council vote against the Serbs, 
between now and the April 25 
referendum on his economic re- 
forms. The Russian leader told 
President Bill Clinton as much at 
the Vancouver summit. 

So what was Mr. Vorontsov up 
to? He wants the world to be 
persuaded that there is no reason 
for a quick vote on new sanctions 
against Serbia while Russian di- 
plomats are still trying to pre- 
suade the Serbs to cut back on 
their "ethnic cleansing,” let 
through U.N. food supplies to 
Bosnia's besieged Muslims and 
return to the negotiating table 
prepared by Cyrus Vance and 
Lord Owen. 

The problem is that no one at 
the U.N., or elsewhere it seems, 
has any confidence in Russian 
diplomacy being able to deliver 


even one of these items. When 
Moscow’s special envoy. Vitaly 
Churkin, reported this week on 
his talks with the Serbs, Mr. 
Vance and Lord Owen told the 
Security Council that they were 
now more depressed about the 
prospects 6f die Serbs signing up 
to the peace plan than they had 
been in recent days. 

All of tbis has more than a 
whiff of Moscow's behaviour be- 
fore the Gulf war. Then, 
seemingly endless diplomatic 
shuttles and last-minute assigna- 
tions with Iraqi leaders failed to 
produce a negotiated solution but 
successfully delayed the first 
allied attack on Baghdad. 

So why did the Security Coun- 
cil accede to Russia's request for 
a delay in new sanctions? Be- 
cause Mr. Clinton is busy build- 
ing a personal relationship with 
Mr. Yeltsin. 

At one level this is perfectly 
acceptable. If Mr. Clinton be- 
lieves he can influence the out- 
come of the Russian referendum 
by preventing Mr. Yeltsin from 
being embarrassed by a Security 
Council vote, then the White 
House move is quite logical. The 
Bosnian Serbs, of course, have 
taken the U.N. inaction as a 
signal that they can continue to 
attack Muslims with impunity. 

But an American president 
must not look at these things 
through a Bosnian prism. He is 
faced with the dilemma of main- 
taining wider relations between 
the United States and Russia. In 
addition, Mr. Clinton must guard 
against a possible comeback by 
the right wing, which on some 



distant day could charge that his 
abandonment of Mr. Yeltsin at 
the crucial hour was the reason 
for the end of Russian reforms. 

Evidence would suggest, 
however, that the West’s ability 
to influence Russian voters is 
marginal at best; you have only to 
took at the ovcrcnthusiastic west- 
ern support for Mikhail Gor- 
bachev to understand that it can 
also rebound. There may even be 
a question-mark over the true 
strength of the Russians’ much- 
publicised sympathy for the Serbs 
as brother Slavs. 

But what is especially depress- 
ing about the new moves by 
Moscow and Washington is the 
possibility of a return to a situa- 
tion that everyone thought bad 
been left behind: the Russian 
veto at the Security Council. 


Lacking a dear-cot policy on 
Bosnia, the United States has 
been playing its Russia card at the 
expense of efforts by others, not 
least by Messrs Vance and Owen, 
to bring peace to Bosnia. The 
latest delay in adopting tougher 
sanctions against the Serbs was in 
fact the third in a row. The first . 
came immediately after Mr. 
Vance and Lord Owen had man- 
aged, against great odds, to per- 
suade the Bosnian Muslims to 
join the Croats in accepting their 
plan to divide the country into 
semi-autonomous regions. The 
move isolated the Serbs and pre- * 
pared them for a new round of 
sanctions designed to persuade 
them to sign the plan, too. But 
because of Washington’s procras- 
tination, ■'‘the Security Council 
missed a chance to impose the 
new sanctions before the Serbian 


parliament rejected the peace 
plan. 

The UiS. administration, al- 
ways half-hearted on the Vance- 
Owen plan, felt it could only 1 
"commend” and not endorse it in - 
the new sanctions resolution. 
This also wasted precious time. fi 

Then came the Vancouver 
summit, and Washington again 
delayed the sanctions vote, warn- 
ing its allies that Mr. Yeltsin 
would be embarrassed by such a 
move on the eve of the meeting. 
Now there is Mr. Yeltsin’s re- 
ferendum. 

In each of the delays, die U.S. 
pfcrsuaded its reluctant allies, Bri- 
tain, Fiance and Spain, to follow 
suit. Normally composed ambas- 
sadors of those countries were 
huffin g and puffing in the corri- 
dors, enraged that in attending to 
the needs of the new U.S.-Russia 
relationship, Washington had 
rendered the Security Council in- 
active. The Serbs, understand- 
ably, felt invulnerable and broke 
a two-week ceasefire. 

No wonder the non-aligned 
members of the Security Cbtindl 
rebelled. Cape Verde,’ Djibouti, 
Morocco, Pakistan and Venezula 
complained that the council was 
being held hostage to Russia's 
internal political problems. If the 
Russians wanted to side with the 
Serbs they should go ahead and 
do so openly, the non-aligned 
states argued, otherwise the in- 
ternational community was only 
displaying Its paralysis in efforts 
to help those suffering in Bosnia. 
What all members of the council 
bad been feeling was that toe 
delays. also served to cover up 


Washington's inability to make' 
up its mind about whiat to do in 
Bosnia. 

At this^ poij& .in the peace 
efforts it .seems that diplomacy 
toay have nib'its course- If, as 
expected, the ’Russian diplomatic 
shuttle fails’ There Can be no 
certainty that Moscow will come 
back after April 25 and support 
the Vance-Owen plan. Washing-' 
ton is not even prepared to pro-: 
vide an incentive by linking in . 
financial aid. The return of 
era of the Soviet veto at the U.N: 
is now a possibility. 

The prospects for the people of 
Bosnia are grim. Britain ' and 
France will not keep troops there ■ 
without a U.N. mandate, and - 
Security Council members have 
not begun to consider any 
alternatives — such as a U.N. 
transitional authority like the one ' 
in place in Cambodia. 

Other than allowing the fac- 
tions to fight it out, that leaves i 
the U.S. with the possibility ofjf 
unilateral military action, as in- 
Somalia. But General Colin 
Powell, chairman of toe Joint 
Chiefs on Staff, refuses to enter- 
tain such a policy: it is a quagmire- - 
not fit for U.S. troops, he say* u 
Ine Secretary of State, Warn®!* 
Christopher, says Bosnia is v“a 
centuries-old problem that comet 
from hell. The United States' 
simply does not have the means. 1 
to make people in that region of 
the world like each other.” With, 
the new Russian- American agon*. 
da guiding the international contr 
m unity on Balkan policy, there' 
wfll be no peace soon, it seems— 
The Independent. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


Thatcher’s lonely cry — OIC take heed 


By Waleed Sadi 




Three cheers to former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
who, a few days ago, emotionally depicted the West’s ineffective 
action against the atrocities in Bosnia as tantamount to being an 
accomplice to the massacres that have been committed in that 
country for over a year already. Mrs. Thatcher is no novice when 
it comes to assessing situations and conflicts and is accusing the 
western world of effectively aiding and abetting toe crimes against 
humanity that the Serbs have been conducting against the 
Bosnian Muslims with impunity. The former prime minister is 
known for making her strong views loud and dear and she does so 
driven by a unique moral trait that once characterised toe western 
civilisation. 

After watching the slaughter of hundreds of thousands of 
Bosnian Muslims and toe systematic rape of their girls and 
women, she could wait no longer and raised ber voice in anger 

still $it idly by in the face of toe 
in rump Yugoslavia, 
leemed tn^hondv- 
_ _ civilisation. 

TheMifiAUfTWoritt^r'rat&tfr whart^Ieft t>f it, should extend to 
Mrs. Thatcher all forms of appreciation pubiidy and privately. ' 
Better still, all mankind truly concerned about human rights and 
humanitarian laws should extend to the former "iron lady” full 
recognition and gratitude. At least Baroness Thatcher has spoken 
up against toe terrible wrongs that are still being perpetrated in 
Bosnia in a tone of voice that reflects deep anguish and concern, 
something which cannot be said about the majority of the Arab 
and Muslim leaders. Come to think of it, it is shocking how. the 
Arab and Muslim worlds have dealt with the Serbian 
and one wonders if there really are entities 
Arab worlds. 


'V vY-i'-V 


His Majesty King Hussein’s recent appeal to the Arab and 
Muslim beads of state to do something tangible to end the 
suffering of the Bosnian Muslims must have fallen on deaf ears 
since both the Arab and Muslim people have become numb and 
immune to the urgent and persistent appeals of the Bosnian 
Muslims for help and rescue from imminent disasters. Obviously 
there is a deep crisis in Islam as bad as the one iu toe Arab 
countries. 

There is no doubt that toe Arabs’ and Muslims’ inaction to* 
counter the Serbs' grave violations would trigger some kind of a 
reaction in the long run, at least, that may still cleanse the two - 
. worlds. One would have thought that King Fahd of .Saudi Arabia 
• would be at the forefront of the Arab and Islamic leaders' in 
calling for a swift and effective end to toe slaughter of the Muslims 
in Bosnia and the punishment of all those responsible for 
committing them. The Bosnian si tua^m would have been the 
' iili 'Hi JBIir fin ilH in 1 iif Hu nil in ' i i W Wl Ti ii ii l ill d miiiiii of . 


“P**?* ,0 d ° more than the Islamic and Aral 
beads of state who must have struck him as aloof and nm-ri^ii- 
mdifferent to toe barbaric actions of the Serbs Given 
of the Arab and Muslim worlds. die feld to ^ ^ 

Russia, the faithful ally of the Serbs °P CQ t( 

Xe^Vtow^ 

dedaring an economic and political boyrott SSifiSrii 
It k not too late to formulate such anosturlh^ 
against Moscow and then against all otoSSSitS^tSf P” 

Ptupo* as soon as post*™ Ji,Eg *£* 

UAtn+ * *-■ ^ * j. ... v. 


Haraff^n! waams iookiiptt for fflraft'e lcE3$T3ir 

international reaction to the long masssrcnS in fofffier Yugoslavia. 
Saudi Arabia and the other Arab Gulf states have the economic 
and political clout to at least raise their voices toe way Mrs. 
Thaii&er has done, not once but repeatedly over the course of the 
past year. Had the Arab and Muslim worlds acted effectively and 
in concert over the plight of toe Bosnian Muslims, the bands of 
U.S. President Bill Clinton would have been strengthened in the 
face of the opposition be has encountered from London and Paris 
to more forceful action against Serbia. President Clinton started 
out just as passionate and emotional about the Bosnian situation 
as Mrs. Thatcher but somehow he lost his nerve and resolve in the 
pursuit of his declared policy on former Yugoslavia. But President 
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: Peace talks said set for April 27 

7 (Confirmed from page I) 


peace talks was reaching a final 
climax. 

Mr. Arafat arrived from Egypt, 
whose foreign minister Amr 
' ivi.ni j,, s: j said Arabs tfere con- 

, n 7 HvS *' a proposal to postpone 
.! | Vll >C ^ | the start of the talks in Washing- 
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ton. 

Mr. Hussemi said the delay was 

■ n e c essa r y to clarify promises by 
S the United States and IsraeL 

; In Warsaw, Israeli Prime 
; Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
. criticised the Arabs for delaying 
I the negotiations. 

; “Now the world knows who is 

■ really interested m peace,” said 

■ Mr. Rabin, asked to comment on 
; the delay sought by the Paiesti- 
• mans and Arab states. 

! In Amman a PLO hardliner 
; said Monday that Mr. Arafet had 
; already derided to let Palesti- 
! mans attend the peace talks. 
PLO Executive Committee 
member Tayseer Khaled. who 
opposes the peace process, said 
Mr. Arafat bad taken the deci- 
sion without consulting the PLO's 
Executive Co mm ittee. 

“The decision to let Palesti- 
nians attend the next round of 
talks has been ready since yester- 
day,” Mr. Khaled told Reuters. 

Mr. Khaled is a member of 
Nayef Hawarmeh’s Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine, which opposes the peace 
process. 

“Nobody in the Palestinian 
leadership has the right to bypass 
the PLO’s Executive Committee 
and turn their back to the will of 
the Palestinian people who 
oppose the path of this process 
and its unfair terms,” he said. 

In Washington, Secretary of 
State Christopher acknowledged 
Monday that the peace talks 
would not resume on schedule, 
but he said be anticipated a “re- 
latively minor delay” of not more 
than a week. 

He urged the Arab officials 
meeting in Damascus to approve 
resumption of the negotiations 
with.IsraeL He reiterated that the 
United States would take on a 
“full partnership” role. 
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While Mr. Christopher and 
other t U.S. officials have not 
spelled out what that means, the 
implication is that be or top aides 
would step into the talks and help 
frame a settlement that has 
eluded the two sides since nego- 
tiations began in October 1991. 

The prospect of more energetic 
U-S- involvement under Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton raised interest in 
the round that was due to open at 
die State Department Tnesday. 
Israel had accepted a joint invita- 
tion from the co-sponsors, the 
United States and Russia. 

“I hope that die meeting today 
in Damascus will produce a 
favourable result,” Mr. Christ- 
opher said. “One thing I would 
want to emphasise is the import- 
ance to all the parties of returning 
to the table, taking advantage of 
the full partnership of the United 
States.” 

He told reporters during a 
picture-taking session in his office 
with Petr Kravchanka, the fore-' 
ign minister of Belarus, that he 
was “slightly disappointed” by 
the delay. 

“But I continue to feel quite 
confident,” he said, “that the 
d is cu s sions will resume here in 
the relatively near future. 1 would 
hope a delay of not more than 
one week.” 

U.S. and other 1 efforts to kick- 
start the negotiations faltered 
when the Palestinians demanded 
Israel first reopen the occupied 
territories and resolve the expel- 
lee crisis. 

The four Arab parties to the 
peace negotiations, who resum- 
ing talks begun here Friday and 
Saturday, want Washington to 
give written answers to these and 
other concerns, Arab officials 
said. 

Jamal Al Surani, a PLO Execu- 
tive Committee member, said in 
Cairo that the United States must 
provide “written confirmation on 
the basic principles of the nego- 
tiations, particularly U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolutions 242 and 
338.” 


Iraq says U.S. ignored overtures . 


(C o n t in u ed from page 1) 


Department said one of two Wild 
Weasel fighters fired missile at a 
radar tracking rite south of the 
“no-fly” zone in northern Iraq 
after radar targetted it. The rite 
was -destroyed, it said. 

A spokesman in Stuttgart Ger~ 
many, for the U.S. forces in 
Europe said it was the first such 
attack by a U.S. air patrol south 
of the zone set up to protect the 
Kurds from attack by Baghdad. 

Reporting from Mosul, the Ira- 
qi News Agency (INA) said the 
anti-aircraft position was more 
than 22 kilometres south of the 
exclusion zone. 


Neither of the U.S. planes was 
fired on but the crew felt 
threatened when the radar illu- 
minated them, according to Pen- 
tagon spokesman lieutenant Com- 


mander Brian Cullin. 

“They operated -under the 
guidelines that when you're illu- 
minated it is considered to be a 
threat,” he said. 

“This new aggression comes as 
civil defence workers in the 
Nineveh government continue to 
defuse the fragmentation bombs 
dropped by U.S. planes on the 
(April 9).” INA said. 

It gave no further details on 
Sunday's attack. On Friday, it 
said an eight-year-old boy was 
killed when a cluster bomb ex- 
ploded. 

White House spokesman Lor- 
raine Voles said the attack with 
anti-radar missiles was “consis- 
tent with our policy that when our 
forces feel threatened, we're 
going to respond." 


‘Poverty report is not frightening’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

service workforce which has been 
a persistent demand by the world 
agencies. 

The official said the minister of 
planning might hold a press con- 
ference this week to reveal details 
about the report which has been 
prepared by a seven-member 
team. 

Hie prime minister in late 
February ordered the formation 
-of the committee headed by Dr. 
Mohammad Sqour. secretary 
general of the Ministry of Social 
Development. 

The committee was charged to 
conduct a study to determine the 
number of families living at or 
below the poverty line based on 
surveys conducted on employ- 
ment. unemployment, the num- 
ber of returning Jordanian ex- 
patriates from the Gulf in the last 
three years, the 1991 Ministry of 
Social Development survey, and 


the average expenditure of Jorda- 
nian households in 1992. as car- 
ried by the Department of Statis- 
tics. m addition to other sources 
and data. 

The 1993 survey is the first 
since 1991 when the Ministry of 
Social Development revealed 
that at least 20.000 families in 
Jordan lived in absolute poverty. 

The 1991 study confirmed a 
survey conducted by the Amman 
office of the United Nations Chil- 
dren's Fund (UNICEF) which 
found that no less than 33 per 
cent of Jordanians lived below 
the poverty line. 

The 1991 study showed that 
families with a maximum income 
of JD 70 a month were consi- 
dered below the poverty line. 
Those families with a maximum 
income of JD 50 per month were 
considered as living in absolute 
poverty. 

' The survey concluded that the 
average family in Jordan spends 
JD 135 per month. 




Bitter power struggle in Pakistan 


(Coofinned from page 1) 

has 60 per cent of Pakistan's 
population and is the key ro 
electoral power. 

The ouster of Mr. Sharif shows 
that Pakistan's fragile democracy 
remains under the shadow of the 
army despite, its loss of direct 
power in 1988. analysts said. 


Since the death in that year of 
military ruler General Moham- 
mad Zia U1 Haq. the country has 
seen two abrupt mid-tenure dis- 
missals of elected prime ministers 
by a powerful president, due in 
part to their uneasy relations with 
the armv top brass. 

President Ishaq Khan, while 
sacking Mr. Sharif Sunday, also 


cited what he called his “undue 
interference" in the affairs of the 
half a million-strong army. 

This interference, he said, cre- 
ated “serious tension" between 
the civilian government and the 
military's general headquarters 
during’ the tenure of late army 
chief General Asif Nawaz who 
died in January. 

Mr. Ishaq Khan said Mr. Sharif 
“furiously" resented his appoint- 


ment of Gen. Asif and displayed 
I he same “Anger and resent- 
ment” after Gen. Abdul Waheeb 
was named as successor. 

f j.e also mentioned “serious 
allegations” Mr. Asif s widow of 
“Jiigh-hawded treatment meted 
out to her husband." 

A week before ‘ Mr. Sharif's 
dismissal Nuzhat Nawaz had pub- 
licly charged that the general had 
been “poisoned’.* 
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AMMAN INTERNATIONAL MOTOR SHOW 

PRESENTS 



sH@W 



20-24 April, 1993 



Sponsored by : AL- Tewfik Auto & Equipment , Arab East 
Auto Company , Commercial & Industrial Company, Faud 
Abujaber & Sons , Suleiman Tannous & Sons , The 
Jordan Importing & Trading Company. 



Amman International Motor Show 
International Exhibitions Land Est. 

TEL:714211 - FAX: 715311 


FEATURING THE LATEST 
GENERAL MOTORS AND 
FORD CARS, TRUCKS & VANS 
CAR PARTS / ACCESSORIES 
FACTORY DIRECT 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AM> 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMAR&SONS 

tel. 60*676 604696 
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Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
tram atl great re- 
gional cuisine 
styies-ot China. 

Prepared by oor 

Chinese chefs 
Open daily for 
lunch & dimer 
Tike mj sente 
Jabai At Hussein 

Ministry ol Trade 

& Industrial RcL 

Ttimm 



CHINA 

HOUSE 

Rettaurant 
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\%l^estaurant-^itlt 
An Artistic Ambiance 


Valentino 
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OPPOSITE THE HUUM EMBASSY TE1_ HQQS 


JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 
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Bank-i-Pbom^ 

82389f 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 


4 RENT & SALE 

-- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 


For further 
please call: 


details, 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 81 0605/81 0S09 
Fax: 810520 


AVIS 




We try harder. 



699-420 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AN& FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

-EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 


1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
. Ahliyyah Girls School 

TakaiwaybavilUMB 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight- 

Tel. 638868 




French ft (Euisinc 


RESERVATION 
TEL 819564 


Hisham International Tours 

“THE NAME THAT MEANS QUALITY” 


Specialists in 
Outgoing Tours & Hotel 
Reservations all year 
Round in luxury & 
Ifeading international 
hotels in Turkey, Cyprus 
& Egypt 



Join'our classy summer tnps 
(8) days (7) nights 
fr Istanbul S800 B/B 

* Antalya & Turkish 
Reviera $800 H/B 

* Cyprus $750 B/B 

* All in 5 star I NT HTLS 
Our moderate prices make sense for leisure & 

business travellers 
TeL: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room-1 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAlfOTEL 

rfrr=Ml|l= 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax KE434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and - 
Businessmen 


Daily 

BUSINESS LUNCH 

Abdoun /Near Orthodoxy Club 
Orth -Jordan Supurmaitet 
Bolding , 2nd Roar 

Tel : 824677 : 



Restaurant 
I Tap Bar 

International Dishes 
& Spanish Sp e cia l i tie s 



Tamr-h A Dimiflr 

Jabai Amman - 3rd Qid» 
Fta Bnana&Q 7*1 05060 -1 


§■ #:-'f $ Jf.'cS f-4 '■% U V‘< 




<iii( 


..sun 











port' 


JORDAN TIMES. TUESDAY. APRIL 


World Gymnastics Championship 

Miller wins 3 titles, despite illness 


BIRMINGHAM. England (AP)' 
If Shannon Miller can win 
three world titles out of five when 
&he has a stomach hug. what 
would she have achieved if fullv 
fit? 

l-'Tm sure she would have won 
all five ."-coach Steve Nunno said. 
“After all. she won the All-around 
title and had the top .scores on the 
four events in qualifying." 
•.Miller, a 16-year-old high 
sehool student from Edmond. 
Qlclahoma. arrived at the World 
Gymnastics Championships chas- 
ing her first gold. At the Barcelo- 
na Olympics, she won two silvers 
and three bronze medals. 

. This time she got it right, with a 
little tactical help from Nunno. 
-.With the all-around title 
already won. she moved into the 
individual apparatus finals Satur- 
day suffering from a queasy sto- 
mach- 


Nunno decided to pull her out 
of the vault final so she could 
concentrate on the uneven bars. 
She won that with the best score 
of the entire competition. 9.8X7. 

On Sunday came the beam. 
Miller's strongest discipline, and 
the floor exercises. 

On the beam, she did some- 
thing she hardiv ever does. She 
fell off. 

After three buck flips. Miller 
landed on the edge of the 4-inch 
surface and banged her hip on the 
way to the floor. She remounted 
the beam, but lost her balance 
and slipped off again. Her scores 
of 7.850 was the lowest by far. 

instead. Romania's Lavinia 
Milosovici went on to score 9.H50 
and edge another American. 
Dominique Dawes, for the gold 
medal. Dawes. 16. scored 9/725 
for her second silver after a 


second place behind Miller in 
Saturday's, uneven bars. 

•*I can -put the beam perform- 
ance down to the lingering sto- 
mach thing." Miller said. “After 
the first fall I ost my concentra- 
tion. I did not really know what 
to think after the first fall, be- 
cause that doesn't usually happen 
to me.” 

Nunno kept Miller in the war- . 
mup area while Milosovici. 
Dawes and the other finalists 
were at the medal ceremony. 

"I wanted to keep her focused 
on the floor routine.* I got her ‘ 
aside and she said she wanted to 
do it. She said she didn't want to 
scratch from the competition and 
leave a wrong lasting impress- 
ion." Nunno said. 

"Then she put her whole heart 
into the floor routine. That’s the 
sign of a true champion." 

Going lust on to the floor. _ 


Miller needed to beat the 9.737 
scored by Romania's Gina Go- 
gean to capture the gold. She 
scored 9.787. 

The other women's gold medal 
went to Yelena Piskoun of Be- 
larus in the vault competition. 

Another Belarussian. Vitali 
Scherbo, did not match his six- 
title performance from the Olym- 
pics. but wound up with three 
golds, adding the vault and the 
parallel bars titles to his all- 
around gold. 

Pae Gil Su of North Korea won 
the men's pommel horse, his spe- 
cialty. and Yuri Chechi trium- 
phed on the rings to win Italy's 
first world championships gold. 

Sergei Charkov of Russia^ who 
placed second in the all-around 
final, won the high bar competi- 
tion. and Grigori Musiutin of 
Ukraine won gold on the floor. 


Goellner upsets Lendl to win 1st title 


NICE (AP} — After beating two former No. 1 playeTS in two days 
and winning a tournament as a qualifier, Marc Goellner deserves a 
rest. - • - 

. He's getting it. whether he wants one or not. 

Goellner. a 23-year-old German bom in Brazil, won his first career 
title by upsetting Ivan Lendl 1-6, 6-4, 6-2 Sunday in the final of the 
Nice Open tennis tournament. 

Tm very happy and very tired," said Goellner, who had to win 
three preliminary matches in qualifications to enter the main draw. 
Then he won five more matches in the tournament, including a 
semifinal victory over top seed Stefan Edberg. 

It was Goellner's first final on the ATP tour. He had never got past 
the quarterfinals of a pro event before Nice. It was the 143rd career 
final for Lendl, who has won 92 titles. 

It also was a good week for an unseeded player in Charlotte, N.C.. 
where Horacio de La Pena of Argentina won the U.S. Men's Clay 
Court Championships. 

But it wasn't only the low-ranked players who were successful 
Sunday. 

In Hong Kong, the world’s No. 1, Pete Sampras, won a showdown 
with second-ranked Jim Courier, beating the former top-ranked man 
6-3. 6-7 (1-7), 7-6 (7-2) to win the Hong Kong Salem Open. 

Usually after the Nice tournament, the players go on to nearby 
Monte Carlo. Goellner's impressive streak would make him a 
attraction in the Monte Carlo Open. 

Lendl will be going, but not Goellner, who was ranked 95th in the 
world before Nice. Because he was playing in the tournament at 
Nice, he couldn't play in the qualifying at Monte Carlo. And all of 
die wild cards for the Monte Carlo already bad been distributed to 
other players. 

In Monte Carlo. Edberg. Boris Becker. Petr Korda of the Czech 
Republic and Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia are the top four seeds, the 
same as they were for the Nice Open. 

• Lendl is seeded fifth, while former Wimbledon champion Michael 
Stich of Germany is No. 6. Andrei Medvedev of Ukraine, who won 
two consecutive tournaments before Nice, is the seventh seed and 
defending champion Thomas Muster is eighth. 

• Nice had an unusually strong field this year as five of the top 10 
players entered. However, ft was the qualifier who overcame a rocky 
start in the final to win. _ 
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Ivan Lendl 


Hakeem Olajuwon leads the Rockets 


SEATTLE ( AP) — Hakeem Ola- 
iuwon began his ninth NBA sea- 
trading verbal shots with 
--v::ston Rockets owner Charlie 
i - mas. He’s ending it with a $30 
i : iifon contract and a chance to 
on his first championship 

y.:m. 

\ .As Olajuwon goes, so go the 
Rockets. 

I "Our intensity and aggressive 
defense are the differences," Ola- 
ji»won said. 

! The 7-foot. 255-pound (2.1- 
ijtetre. IL6-kilogramme) native of 
Nigeria showed the Seattle Su- 
personics just how well he's play- 
Ong — and what he’s doing for 
Rockets — Saturday night in the 


Seattle Coliseum. 

Playing 46 minutes, the NBA's 
leading shot blocker had eight 
blocks in an 86-81 victory that 
gave Houston a nine-game win- 
ning streak and a franchise- 
record 53 wins with four regular- 
season games left. 

Despite being double and 
triple-teamed by the Sonics, Ola- 
juwon also led the Rockets with 
21 points and 11 rebounds. 

Charles Barkley of Phoenix 
appears to be the leading MVP 
candidate, but don't overlook the 
30-year-old Olajuwon. 

Olajuwon is fifth in the NBA in 
scoring with a career-best 25.9 
points per- game and third in 


GOREN BRIDGE 


rebounding with 13. He also aver- 
ages 4.14 blocks per game. 

“With Hakeem, that's a great 
starring point to build a good 
defense and defense is what wins 
game like this,” cpach Rudy 
Tomjanovich said. “Teams have 
to hit from the outside when you 
have someone like Hakeem down 
low." 

Olajuwon didn't win an NCAA 
title at Houston, although he led 
the cougars to three consecutive 
final fours. 

Still, he considers himself a 
winner. 

"When things get tougher, I 
play bigger." Olajuwon said, 
“mien teams go inside. I'm able 


Peanuts 


Americans far off pace 
in recent marathons 


BOSTON (AP) — Americans, 
once the leaden* of the puck in 
marathoning. have been far off 
pace in the past decade. 

Blame it on the progress of 
runners from orher countries 
where there are fewer alterna- 
tives for athletes. 

"They’re not playing ice hock- 
ey ovef in Kenya." says Greg 
Meyer, the last American man to 
win the Boston Marathon hack in 
1983. 

Blame it on a college system 
that tries to extracr the most from 
its scholarship athletes, making 
them run on the indoor, outdoor 
and cross-country squads so 
schools can ger the’most for their 
money. 

“There's a lot of burnout dur- 
ing this time when an -athlete is 
expected to be on all the teams." 
says 1984 Olympic champion 
Joan Benoit Samuelson. who set 
the Boston women's record in 
• 19S3 and still is one of America's 
top marathoners. 

Blame it on a society that 
glorifies how high Michael Jordan 
can leap, not now far Bill Rod- 
gers can run. 

“It's not exactly the all- 
American sport, is it?" said Rod- 
gers. a four-time Boston winner 
who hasn't won it in 13 years. 

, The reasons go on and on — 
from lack of a long-range de- 
velopment plan for runners to the 
demise of the cluh system in 
which marathoners trained 
together to up aversion to the 
grueling workouts required for 
the race. 

“Our kids can't wait to drive a 
car." Meyer said. “They’re not 
thinking about going to the 
Olympics. They're thinking about 
what kind of car they'll be driv- 
ing." 

The best U.S. runner in today ’s 
97th Boston Marathon wus Steve 
Spence. But his top time for the 
26.2-mile (39.5 kilometre) dis- 
tance was only 2 hours. 12 mi- 
nutes. 17 seconds. And he ran 
that back in 1990. 

The last decade has been u 
downer for U.S. marathoners. 

In the 10 years since Meyer 
won the Boston Marathon ’ in 
2:09:00. no American has run 
faster anywhere. 

It's been more than II years 
since Alberto Salazar ran the fas- 


test Marathon of anv American. 
2:08:13 in the 1981’ New York 
City Marathon. That's only the 
17th best time on the world list. 

Of the top 89 times in history., 
only five were by Americans, and 
Salazar had three of them. 

The fastest American time in 
last year's Boston Marathon was 
2:17:03. nearly nine minutes off 
the winning pace and 19th. over- 
all. And that was run by Doug 
Kurils in the master's division for 
runners 40 and older. 

The only American women's 
winner in’ Boston Samuelson's 
1983 victory was Lisa Weiden- 
bach in 1985. 

Of the 21 women's champions, 
seven of the first nine — hut only 
two of the last 12 — were Amer- 
icans. Eight of the 1 1 men's win- 
ners from 1973 through 1983 were 
Americans. They’ve been shut 
out since then. 

iMartin wins London Marathon i 

Eamonn Martin says he 
learned marathon running from 
readme books. His studying paid 
off. 

Martin, known throughout his 
career as a middle-distance spe- 
cialist. won his first-ever try over 
the long-distance in Sunday's 
London Marathon. He broke free 
Mexican Isidro Rico over the last 
100 metres to take the S55.1KH) 
first prize. 

“I didn't know what to expect. 
I’d never run one before." said 
Martin, who said he only began 
thinking seriously about the 
Marathon last fall.' "So I read u 
lot of books over the winter about 
Marathon running, about the 
pain and how to deal with it." 

McCoigan. the Scot favoured to 
win take the women's title, fell 
behind rival Australia!) Ljsa 
Ondieki and eventual winker 
Katrin Dorre with six miles (9.6 
kilometres) to go and finished 
third. 

Dorre. sprinting away from 
Ondieki at the finish, won in 
"London for the second consecu- 
tive year. Her time was 2:27.09. 
with Ondieki clocked at 2:27.27 
and McCoigan 2:29.37. 

The 3I-year-old German, win- 
ning her 16th marathon in 24 
attempts, also collected $55,000. 


Inter begin to believe 
in the impossible 


to do a good job of protecting the 
basket." 

Since the All-Star break, the 
Rockets are a league-best 23-4. 

Olajuwon isn't making any pre- 
dictions about a championship, 
but it's dear he feels this could be 
his season. 

“We’re peaking* at the right 
time,” he said. “It’s very impor- 
tant to finish strong. We are very 1 
confident right now." 

Ricky Pierce, Seattle's leading 
scorer, said he's never seen Ola- 
juwon play better. Olajuwon's 
intimidating defense played a 
part in the Sonics’ 34 per cent 
shooting. 


ROME (R) — AC Milan's defeat 
by Juventus has arch-rivals Inter- 
nationale believing they could 
pall off a long odds tigbtback to 
snatch the Italian League Cham- 
pionship. 

Second-placed Intercut the de- 
ficit to five points when they 
came from behind to win 3-1 at 
Brescia Sunday after MUan had 
crashed at home by the same 
score to Juventus the previous 
day. 

“Inter can only try to win all six 
(remaining) games and after that 
see what they (Milan) do,” said 
their Uruguayan star Ruben 
Sosa, who scored twice at 
Brescia. 

“If they were to really come 
unstuck, then we would be ready 
to make the most of the gift." 

With six matches left, most of 


them against lowly rivals such as 
Udiuese, Ancona, Brescia and 
Genoa. AC Milan look to have a 
relatively simple task to retain the 
title. 

But Inter, unbeaten in the 
league since mid-December, 
draw hope from the fact that in 
their last six games they have 
narrowed the gap between the 
top two by six points. 

Milan have faltered badly since 
they ran up a record 58 matches 
unbeaten in the league last 
month. They have not won in 
their last six league matches. 

“I saw Milan against Juventus 
and found them in poor physical 
condition, they're not the side of 
two months ago,” Sosa said. 
“Having said that however, you 
have to add that five points in six 
days seems an impossible task.” 


WITH (WAR SHARIF 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — -Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4K763 VKJ8B 073. *AJ4 
The bidding bas proceeded: 

East Sooth West North 

1 0 DU Pass 1 4 

2 C 7 

What action do you take? 

A. — When you made your original 
takeout double, you promised the 
equivalent of an opening bid with 
support for the unhid suits, particu- 
' lariy majors. Since you have the 
worst possible holding in the enemy 
suit, pass. You’ve described your 
hand. It’s up to partner now. 

Q-2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4KQ103 795 0QJ762 *103 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

17 Dbl 4 9 7 

What action do you take? 

A. — When partner makes a take- 
out double of one major, be either 
has four -card support for the other, 
major or extra values. At this vul-‘ 
nerability, East could have little or 
nothing for the jump to four hearts. 
If you pass this type of hand, you 
are giving the opponents license to 
steal. Bid four spades. 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, South 

you hold: 

4A64 vJ852 0A93 *AK5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North Boat 
1 NT Pass 2 NT Pass 

9 

What action do you take? 

A.— Partner is inviting you to bid. 
game if you bold a maximum no- 
trump opening bid- Playing 16-18 
so trumps, the decision is char- 
cot— pass. If your range is 15-17, 
your.flat band and lack of interme- 
diates again makes pass the wise 
'■hoice. ■* 


Q-4 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

47642 <286432 0J7 *A8 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

2 4* DU 7 

•—Weak 

What action do you take? 

A. — Your opponents almost surely 
have a game somewhere, and yon 
could easily make a lot of tricks at a 
spade contract, perhaps even game 
if partner has the magic hand. 
Make life as difficult as possible for 
the enemy by jumping to four 


don't tell me yoore i have id. 
60IN6 TO TRY PLAYIN6 IT'S MY 
BASEBALL AGAIN.. DESTINY... 



WHEN SPRING COMES, |'m 
DRAWN TO THE BALL FIELD! I 
FORGET EVERYTHING ELSE.. 


PONT FORGET TO 
FEED THE DOG.. 




Andy Capp 


Q-5 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

453 <7KQJ10876 095 *72 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North Boat South West 

10 Dbl 7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — When you jump in a new suit 
over an opponent's takeout double, 
it’s preemptive. How many hearts 
should you bid? We feel a jump to 
three hearts is right on target. That 
shows the same sort of hand with 
which you would have opened three 
hearts had you been in first or sec- 
ond seat 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as "South 
you hold: 

4AQ63 77 0AQ95 4J1086 
The bidding has proceeded' 

North East South West 

1 * Pm 1 0 Pace 

1 7 Pm i * Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.- — If it wrre merely a question of 
which game you want to play, a 
strong argument could be made for 
a bid of three no trump. However, 
your hand bas distinct possi- 
bilities, and we suggest you alert 
partner by jumping to four cl ub* . 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


mm 


#500,000 HAS BEEN LEFT HO 
*UST ONE OF you/ A U. THE 

REST OF YoO RECEIVE CMC/ 

ONE DOLLAR BACH/ ^ 



Now, which one ' 

OF You IS NAMSD* 
FIDO? 




HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY FEBRUARY 20. 1W3 

By Times S. Person. Asm* 09*. Cam* f HW Founds 

_ . _ _ , , TcMnPNCIES' after much study you can locate the 

“ i,rt fot *““ i 

SSKW LIBRA: 

ler's bmhday. Best to pitch in and 23) Don t allow youraclf W feel you 

do the job you have agreed to do. have a lack of the good things that 

fo your mwi efficient mode. you desire early m the *>' ** 

^ ■*. A „ •, afterwards you see you arc m a 

ARIES: (March 21 to April bemr potion. 

19)Think SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 

** just what w 60 SLSiySSw wne issues » 

about them. ^ but hold off doing so 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) ^tj] t he evening. 

Don’t attempt to get a partner who *»*’ la 

has fixed ideas to change them m g^™MUS. (N< 

the morning but later that person December 21.) You can * ***■" JJ 

SU5, more and tT^’vc»in* 

GEMINI: (May 21 ra Jime2l) You “ *“ SC " Mb ' y ' 

irjsttzrrjzz (M^r 22 » 

others as the day opens but persist January 20) Whatever brings you 
and doors will open wide for you. delays in gaining the personal in- 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju« 22 . 

2 S JS S— - ■ 

want but later in the day conditions AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Fctmi- 
clear up and you can enjoy your- ar y 19 ) You need to use much care 
self. in whatever you do in the world of 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) Whatev- outside activity so think what the 
er problems face you at home public likes and go along that 
today, and they can be upsptting. channel. 

look at them objectively and you PISCES: (February 21) to March 
will find before the day is out they 20) You would be unwise 10 go off 
are solved. on any jaunt today and by tackling 

VIRGO: /August 22 to September means for gaining the data you 
22) Look into the various schools need you can utilise this day to the 
of thought that appeals to you and best advantage. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“Today at work the copy machine 
made a really weird noise and 
it made me think of you.” 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• byHenriAmoJd - 


BUICC 


SUMOE 


I BROIMD 

£ 


□ 

- rr 


CHOPON 



Yesterday's 


Now arrange the drcled letters to 

form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BROOD HEAVY MAKEUP THWART 
Answer What the bald-headed friends found tt dfflictdt 
to do— PART 


THE Daily Crossword ■by Raymond I 



ACROSS 
1 —meridiem 
S Room 

10 Come again? 

14 Common 
laborer 

15 Shakespeare's 
“ — ot Athens” 

16 Gordie of the 
NHL 

17 Singer from the 

South 

19 Maladies 

20 Infertfle 

21 Teapot co n te n t s 

23 Adult grig 

24 Edible fungus 

25 Hoarfr o st 

28 Pox hole 

29 Titled latfes 
S3 Spanish gold 
34 Always 

36 — fleta 
(contrapuntal 


37 WWW name 

40 Make certain 

41 Stage gp. 

42 Welcome — 

43 Singer Della 

44 Chomped 

45 Berlin. 6^. 

46 VioGn. lor short 
48 Bikini part 

50 Deer meat 
53 Fish. In France 

57 Inkling 

58 Reckless revelry 
50 Observed 

61 Harden: var. 

62 Rsh 

63 Termini 


lolaa 

ini 


■aaa 




OUB 


7 "Wfiat a good 

boy— r 

8 — to (Hca) 

9 Stage direction 

10 Accident Injury 

11 Nicklaus target 

12 Leather toots 
13Tryoui 

18 Make haste 
22 JeHyflsh 
24 "Splash" 


rusi 

65 Assist, . 

criminaHy 

25 0kayi 

26 Actress Duma 

27 Antlered beast 

DOWN 

28 Mo. 

30 Home of the 


toefem 

2 Like the 
proverbial pin 

3 Sped 

4 Main 
dish 

5 Quit as an 
engine 

6 Spear of okl 


ram 

31 Brifflance 

32 Uke brine 

34 Waders 

35 Neckflne shape 
38 "A-Team" star 

38 Yelisn-s people 
38 Roarer Adam 

44 Top — 

45 Melon 


Y«st»nl«y , i Panto Solved- 


KHHIl randhn nmnri 

nnn"nnnR n Rn™B n 

™nnHn H nonnnnnn 

nnKHri nnn 

nnmnQ nnnn 

^™Hnnm n 3nnnnn 

nncjRn] Rnrun 

jjnnn nrinmn nmrirj 


47 Bouquet flowers 

48 Drilled 

«9 Dog's first 
name? 

50 Gripper 
31 Garden spot 
52 Require 


53 Untainted 

54 wedge 

55 French 

river 

56 Cartoonist ot 
note 

59 Sftencei 
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ecnnuR's toast 


MAS mat 

xkom nnanL mkk 
Ban or jorou 

KIDDLE EAST UniBSDtEBT BASK. 
mwtjaiu, OEVXLOPtCTT BUt 
THE H OOCmc BAMK 
OUDAV' HJWAIT flAHK 

Jontur xsuuiic Bjun 

Boos BMC ran sj.vz»c t muenr 

Btnzness buck 

bkt zlmu. savzsoc uvu'itiUT roR aa uaiac 

WQCJUf Ban tor mvaaum i r 

mw aanniG OHtouczaK/jnaui 
r wiT J i B K i . ra a ihwesm*t hk. 

3089AI ZWWltlUfCE 
IfflUHE EAST ZVSDIUUKZ 
ARABIA! EEAS USOUIWB 
JOSDU TTXDKB IKSDEASCE 
DBIVBRSAI. nSBUMCS 
MM UPS c Accinnrr ixsombos 


JOKUm HOTEL C TOHtlSH 
IXBIS DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

mm wxEnuncmx, hotels 
ookxw aarzasu. sbztfibg Lins 
rarzonL pobtpolio sKtamis 

BEAL ESTATE XKVE3TXEMT 
JOBDt ai BOLT WE AL ESTATE ZHVESTKER 
JORSM IETE WOIT IOCU. TRAD ISC C UTS* 
taasxmxe ao pip. ranmc c hazeteamz 
Oiai gp ME O DLE EA ST fi CQHHQPQBE BOTEU 
M*aa«p ooest. wozaial HumPACnnusa 
38B jobdab anxi racTcouxs 


25 *55?™gi COB mCUU. G AeBlCOLTOML 
TEE JOHDJUJ wemSTEO KILLS 

mab pawaaeBOTicaL wu ujFa c nitc mc 

3CB0 M CEAMnc rmm nm 
J0RDA3 DAZBT 

THE J OBDAB POTS KAHUPaClUltZKC 
■W WH P APE R G C AwmOARJ PAC90RZES 
THE POBLZC HIH IMC 

ARM dBnOL DETEKXBT3 ^008 CRIBS 

srnoaac i heavzbc 

OOBOAH GLASS IKDOsmzS 

DM AL BABA DEYELOPMOT G XHVZSTWVT 

ABAB nVEETXEBT G IBERRKnOBAL TRACT 

AIM AUMXHXOH UOOSTKY 

LIVESTOCK. C POULTRY 

ABM PAPER COBVE B TI M C 6 TWO ISC 

JOBDAB CODZCAL CORPORATIOB 


HRTIOHAL I INDUSTRIES 

IWEREEnrATE PETMO-CHD1ICAL ZHDtUTRZZS 
■JOBDAB XCWOQL IHDOSTItZES 
ALADDZS IHDOS3UES 

jobd ab lajus Tane s t hatc h/ j usco 
JOBDAB PRECAST COMCBETT r«firrg.^aR 
JOIOAB HOOD IHDOSTRIES / JK2CO 
KAZZOHAL CABLE G WIRE NAKUPACXURiaC 
JOBDAB SSLPBO-CHEKZCALS 
ARAB CSflTEK FOR P8ABH. G CHEKICAL3 
JORDAB KUWAIT 00. POE ACSZ- G FOOD PHQD. 
UWI V ER BA L nOOERB tSOOiTPIKS 


C R A B D 


TRAD IK 
VDUBS 
JO 

n«v. orexuo n«inw 
caoBiHQ razes ms 
7*301 

66,630 

133-000 

132.000 

133-500 

1,229 

4.950 

4.900 

4.920 

12.91S 

29.000 

25.000 

24.800 

266 

1.280 

1.340 

2.340 

7,725 

3-960 

3.880 

2.860 

S.7M 

3.050 

3.850 

3.000 

13,669 

2. 380 

2.400 

2.410 

8,875 

4.520 

4.500 

4.540 

38,040 

4.2BO 

4.300 

4.330 

49,480 

3.250 

3-280 

3.300 

46.192 

5.100 

5.100 

5.320 

37,032 

1.660 

1.670 

1.700 

2.110 

3.450 

3.440 

3.430 

2.99B 

1.410 

3-480 

1.480 

2. BOO 

3 . 500 

3.500 

3.500 

9,713 

3.490 

3.320 

3.320 

29,299 

2-600 

2.610 

2.640 

240,889 

4.080 

4.090 

4.090 

3,420 

3.700 

2.840 

2.840 

3D, BBS 

3.970 

2.970 

2-9SB 

M.5H 

3.160 

2.140 

2-100 

2.270 

5.600 

S.KO 

5.850 

9.813 

1.330 

1.2.0 

1.330 

230 

6.400 

5.400 

5.600 

460 

2.380 

2.300 

2.300 

22,577 

4.050 

4.090 

4.050 

46,816 

1.750 

2.760 

1.770 

150,471 

0.000 

0.820 

0.790 

1,379 

1.450 

1.460 

1.500 

2,120 

1.410 

1.420 

1.410 

4,663 

2.280 

2-270 

2-310 

3,896 

1.900 

1.900 

1.940 

35,791 

1.900 

1.870 

1.900 

666 

4.470 

4.450 

4.450 

30,163 

10.360 

10.400 

10.500 

623 

7.500 

7.600 

7.600 

212,644 

6-240 

6.270 

6.400 

13,800 

9.200 

9.300 

9.300 

138,325 

6.880 

6.950 

7.060 

32.245 

6.200 

6.400 

6.270 

3,563 

2.450 

2.450 

2.500 

5.559 

3.650 

3.700 

3.700 

2.250 

4.500 

4.500 

4.500 

3,297 

3.100 

3.100 

3.100 

4,100 

20.500 

20.900 

20.500 

53,9:6 

3.170 

3.200 

3.200 

8,367 

0.710 

0.710 

0.720 

543,952 

13.200 

13.450 

13.860 

64,872 

3.380 

3.350 

3.420 

118,075 

13.500 

13.400 

13.500 

44,906 

0.900 

0.920 

0.930 

133,688 

1.9S0 

1.960 

2.050 

1,336 

0.510 

0.540 

0.500 

53,363 

5.990 

5.970 

5.990 

3,563 

0.900 

0,950 

0.950 

36,501 

4.230 

4.230 

4.250 

215,693 

2.820 

2.830 

2.930 

4,653 

4-400 

4.420 

4.440 

1,669 

2.250 

1.260 

1.310 

105,441 

0-610 

O.CIO 

0.620 

2B.306 

4-050 

4.050 

4.100 

1,211,407 

9.960 

10.150 

10.250 

44,927 

4.440 

4.420 

4.450 

20,393 

•4.160 

4.170 

4.160 

185,344 

1.990 

1.980 

2.010 

76.342 

5-150 

5.200 

5.140 

4,364,963 
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Financial 

Markets 




la co-op u tten with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

UUS. DoOir in fntanwtiMiil Marina 


Currency 

MEW YORK 

TOKYO 


16.0.93 

** 19.6.93 

Surfing Found* 

1.5250 

1.5305 

Deutsche Mark 1 

1.6175 

1.K11R 

Swiss Franc 

1.6825 

1.6762 

French Franc 

5.6665 .... 

5.6S15 

Japanese Yen * _• i yd 

112.20 

111.00 

European Camay Unit 

1.2050 

1.2091 


USD Ptr srC 

* Etaftn Opafa| 0 &M M. CUT 


19.4.93 


Cnrreacy 

1 MTH 

3. MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

3.15 

3.09 

3.21 

3.37 

Storting found 

5.27 

5.87 

5.87 

5.93 

Deutsche Mark 

8.12 

7.87 

7.43. 

— 

Swiss Franc 

5.18 

4.93 

4.73 

4.37 

French Franc 

9.12 

8.68 

A 12 

7.75 

Japanese Yen 

3.18 

3.18 

3.25 • 

3.31 

European Cnrreacy Unit 

9.00 

8.98 

8.50 

7.81 


MB i 


UJL Drihn WNMMtr 


Pradwn Mi 

kCnb 

I i 


19.4.93 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JTVGm* 

Mefal 

USDtOx 

JEVGm 

Gold 

340.95 

6.65 

SBver 

3.97 

,081 


cntm Bank of Jordan i s da f Bata 


19.4.93 


Currency 

Bid - 

Offer 


0.686 

0.6BB 

Sterling Pound 

1-0482 

1.PW 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4256 

0.4275 

1 

0.6643 

q-A6&6 


0.1260 

0.1266 

Japanese Yen* 

0.6171 

0.6202 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3787 

0.3806 

Swedish Krona 

0.9130 

0.91B0 

DaBan Lira 4 

0.0446 

0.0448 


0.02068 



for Am 


Index 

14.4.93 Close 



199. «J5 

194.92 

Banking Sector 

134.19 

135.80 

Insurance Sector 

719.12 



Industry Sector 

2714.91 


Services Sector 

251.12 

251.33 


Pw»aib«r 31. I9W - HS 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

U.S. SI. (XXI costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.2560/65 

Canadian dollar 

1.6130/40 

Deuischemarks 

i.sitxyiu 

Dutch guilders 

1.4790/800 

Swiss francs 

33.16/20 

Belgian francs 

5.4500/50 

French francs 

1538/1540 

Italian lire 

111.00/05 

Japanese yen 

7.4725/825 

Swedish crowns 

6.8300/400 

Norwegian crowns 

6.IWU/2000 

Danish crowns 

$1.5275/85 


S34U.41V340.90 



Power 
loans top 
Asian 
borrowing 
from ADB 

MANILA (R) — Power project 
loans topped borrowing from the 
Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) for the second straight 
year as countries scrambled to 
head off a looming energy 
crunch, the bank said Monday. 

Total volume of loans rose 6.6 
per cent last year to over $5.10 
billion against $4.80 biiiion in 
1991. the ADB said in a report 
issued ahead of the 26th annual 
meeting of the bank's board of 
governors in Manila on May 4>6. 

The energy sector got $1.49 
billion, or 29 per cent of total 
loans, although that was a lower 
proportion of total lending than 
last year. Energy loans were S1.56 
billion or 32.6 per cent of the 
total In 1991. 

A severe power shortage in the 
Philippines which has derailed 
economic growth and looming 
energy shortages In other Asian 
countries dictated the ADB's 
lending priorities. 

Indonesia topped the list of 
loan recipients in 1992. swallow- 
ing up SI. 21 billion of ADB 
money, including a S350 million 
loan for a single power project. 

The SI. 5 billion Indonesian 
project was co-financed by the 
World Bank, which supplied $434 
million, bilateral assistance from 
Germany worth $70 million and 
export credits valued at $693 mil- 
lion. 

Jakarta was followed by India, 
which borrowed $982 million 
from the ADB. China with $903 
million. Thailand with $424 mil- 
lion and Pakistan with $410 mil- 
lion. the report stated. 

Four loans totalling $591 .3 mil- 
lion financed improvements in 
the transmission and distribution 
of electricity in India. Thailand 
and the Philippines. 

Five developing nations, includ- 
ing Pakistan. Cambodia and the 
Philippines, were provided 
emergency assistance worth $161 
million, about six times higher 
than the previous year's figure of 
$29 million. 

Transportation and com- 
munications was the second most 
important sector for ADB fund- 
ing with $ 1.22 billioq. followed by- 
infrastructure projects with 5696- 
million. 

The overwhelming majority 
of loans were for specific projects 
rather than for industrial sectors 
or broad development program- 
mes. 


Consultancy firm finds 
Indonesia most corrupt of 
ten Asian countries 


HONG KONG (AFP) — Senior 
businessmen and bankers have 
graded Indonesia the most cor- 
rupt Asian country, ahead of 
China and the Philippines, in a 
recent survey of 1U countries con- 
ducted by a Hong Kong-based 
consultancy. 

The March survey of the 10 
which also included Hong Kong. 
Japan. Malaysia. Singapore. 
South Korea. Taiwan and Thai- 
land. also found that Indonesia's 
corruption ranking had risen 
since a similar survey in October 
1992. 

The Political and Economic 
Risk Consultancy (PERC) said 
that underhand dealings had been 
around for so long in Indonesia 
that it was possible to speak of “a 
culture of corruption. ** 

China, the Philippines and 
Thailand also have particularly 
bad reputation for tolerating the 
existence of corruption, it said. 

China's rapid economic 
growth, unfortunately , has been 
accompanied by a big increase in 
corruption, with demands for 
kickbacks becoming much more 
common and much more exorbi- 
tant. PERC said. 

“The problem runs right 
through the system, and although 
China has been able to use its 
“cheap land and labour" calls as a 
lure, the fact is that the hidden 
costs of doing business in the 
mainland can be very substan- 
tiql." it said. 

PERC cautioned companies 
doing business in and with China 
not to allow the current euphoria 
caused by China's impressive eco- 
nomic growth hide the potential 
for corruption to cause an abrupt 
change for the worse in the busi- 


ness environment. 

Thailand, rated the most cor- 
rupt country in the 1992 survey, is 
now ranked sixth after Indonesia, 
China, the Philippines. Taiwan 
and South Korea. 

But PERC said recent stock 
scandals and the ease with which 
past examples of corruption by 
public figures were swept under 
the carpet showed that most 
changes in' Thailand to date had 
been more cosmetic than substan- 
tive. 

It also said corruption in the 
Philippines had returned to the 
type that existed prior to former 
President Ferdinand Marcos' dec- 
laration of martial law two de- 
cades ago. 

The consultancy said that in 
some ways corruption in the Phi- 
lippines has worse than in In- 
donesia and Thailand because “a 
businessman often pays and still 
comes away empty-handed." 

“Corruption seems to be used 
more often to prevent someone 
else from doing something rather 
than actually ro accomplish some- 
thing productive. “Consequently 
it has been a major contributing 
factor to failed projects, negative 
policy reversals and economic 
stagnation." it said. 

PERC said in Malaysia. South 
Korea and Taiwan there were 
systems of checks and balances to 
prevent the blatant abuses typical 
of the poorer countries of Asia. 

“The worst abusers of corrup- 
tion are therefore confined to. 
very high levels in society, usually 
with the proper political creden- 
tials. where the checks and ba- 
lances are difficult to enforce." it 
said. 


Bank of France cuts 
interest rates again 


PARIS (R) — The Bank of 
France cut interest rates Monday 
for the second time in a week, 
underlining how far the new gov- 
ernment has persuaded interna- 
tional investors that it will keep 
the franc pegged to the German 
mark. 

Economists said further rate 
cuts, which are needed to help get 
the economy growing again, 
may now depend on Germany 
. bringing its rates down too. But 
some are confident France still 
has some scope to cut rates inde- 
pendently. 

The French central bank cut its 
intervention rate, which sets the 
floor on rates charged between 
banks, to 8.75 per cent from 9. 10, 


VOLVO FOR SALE 

To all embassies and businessmen 
Volvo 740 GL. 1990 model, automatic transmission, full 
options, silver colour, in excellent condition. 

Please call Pansy Boutique, Sweifiyyeh, behind 
the Arab Bank, 

Tel.: 823356 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe apartments, with excellent finishings, lift, central heating for eveiy 
apartment; the number ot the apartments is seven, the area of each Is 
220 square metres; located near Umm Uthaina Commercial Centre, the 
third crossroad from Amra Hotel to the left only for companies and 
diplomatic missions. 

For Information, please call tel. 661121/306, the owner, En- 
gineer Hassan Ibrahim, from 12 noon till 2 p-m. and from 6 till 
10 pjru or teL 79045a Please no middlemen. 


the first ease in the rate in five 
months. 

It also cut its emergency five- 
to-10 day rate, which puts a ceil- 
ing on short-term rates, to 9.75 
per cent from 10 per cent. 

It had cut this from 12 per cent 
last Tuesday in a symbolic return 
to tlx rates prevailing before 
January's franc crisis. 

Analysts had expected more 
cuts because short-term market 
rates have tumbled since Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur's 
centre-right government took 
power three weeks ago. 

The outgoing Socialists had 
had to raise rates to defend the 
franc against fears the incoming 
conservatives would ditch the 
Fmch currency's link to the mark 
in an attempt to reduce the cost 
of borrowing without waiting for 
inflation-hit Germany's powerful 
Bundesbank. 

But Mr. Balladur. who is due 
Tuesday to unveil plans to give 
the Bank of France independent 
control over France's money, has 
convinced markets he will pre- 
serve the franc-mark parity. 


Muscular yen shrugs 
off all bids to rein it in 


TOKYO (R) — The dollar was 
pounded downwards by irresisti- 
ble forces Monday, with neither 
action by the Bank of Japan 
(BOJ) nor alarmed words by top 
officials reining in the yen's 
powerhouse rise. 

The dollar plunged to a historic 
closing low of lll.(X) yen in 
Tokyo, panly causing a moderate 
adjustment in Tokvo’stock prices. 

The yen has broken one record 
high after another in the last two 
weeks, and Japan's top policy- 
makers strongly attacked its re- 
lentless rise, hoping to prevent 
further damage to Japanese ex- 
porters and to protect the na- 
tion's nascent economic recovery. 

The key factor was U.S. Presi- 
dent 

dent Bill Clinton’s comment Friday 
that a stronger yen may help 
correct the yawning U.S. -Japan 
trade imbalance. 

Tokyo leaders said the BOJ 
intervention was no match for 
Mr. Cinton’s comments and had 
little impact on the dollar. 

Government leaders said that 
too steep a rise in the yen was not 
good for Japan or the United 
States and that it would not serve 
as a quick fix for Japan's growing 
trade surplus. 

"Looking at the recent cur- 

Eurotunnel 
needs still 
more money 

LONDON ( R) — The rail tunnel 
between France and England 
may need another £S 50 million 
($1.31 biiiion) for completion and 
may not be ready until next year, 
its operators said Monday. ! 

“The actual date of opening 
the channel tunnel depends on 
(Anglo-French constructors) . 
TML and its suppliers and sub- 
contractors we can only enforce 
our contractual rights." Eurotun- 
nel Chairmen Alastair Motion 
and Andre Benard slid in their 
joint annual statement. 

Due to the later opening. 
Eurotunnel, operator of the long- 
projected tunnel between France 
and England, slashed its expected 
1944 revenues to £2wi million 
(S34J) million) from £504 million 
($775 million) previously. 

It did not adjust its 1995 re- 
venue projection, hist put at 
£662.5 million (S(.ti2 billion). 

Transmanchc Link (TML) 
groups the five British and five 
French construction companies 
building the tunnel, originally 
due to open next month af a cost 
of £4.87 billion (S7.49 billion at 
today's prices). 

The opening date was later 
revised to Dec. 15. 1993. 

Eurotunnel and TML are lock- 
ed in a protracted and increasing- 
ly bitter dispute over who in 
responsible for the near doubling 
of building costs. 

Outstanding claims by TML 
total £912 million (SI.4 billion)* 


DELUXE FURNISHED HOUSE 
FOR RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms, salon, living room, dining 
room, and two bathrooms, central heating and telephone. 
Location: >Jabal Al Weibdeh. 

Call Tel. 63B437, Amman 


So* *Y 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


TeL: 677420 


UNFORG1.VEN 

Shows; 3:30. K:I5. 10:30 

WEEKEND AT BERNIES 

Shows; 12:31!. A: 15 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144 


Gone With The Wind 

Shows: 12:15. 4:00. 8:30 


Cinema 


TeL: 699238 


Julia Roberts — in 

SLEEPING WITH THE ENEMY 


Shows: 12:30, 30:15. 4:45. 6:30. 
830, 10:30 


TeL: 675571 

Nabd Al Mashini Theatre 


Today the Nabii Mashini Theatre hosts 

Al Fawanis Troupe acting 

in a play entitled: * 

Death of Taybeh 

By*. Suheir Fahd, Mohammad Al Qabba- 
ni, Amer Al Khafash 


Nabii & Hisham's 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Tel.; 625155 


presents 

Welcome Parliament and Budget 

On Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
at 9:00 p.m. 

Welcome New World Order 

On Thursday 
at 5 p.m. and p 9 p.m. 

& on Friday ^ 9 : qq p.m. 

Please make advance reservation 


rency market. I don't think it is 
good for the United States." 
Finance Minister Yoshiro 
Hayashi told reporters. "It is not 
good for Japan either, which is 
struggling to boost domestic de- 
mand." 

The yen’s gains come at the 
worst lime for Japanese policy 
makers who only u week ago 
announced a $117 billion econo- 
mic rescue plan to ensure recov- 
ery from an !K-monih downturn. 

DoIIar-buying intervention by 
the Bank of Japan did not seem 
to chase yen bulk away from the 
market. Currency dealers re- 
turned from the weekend to find 
the dollar plunging from above 
112 yen. where it ended in New 
York Friday. 

There was speculation in (he 
market that Japan is standing 
alone to stem the yen's rise, 
having failed to receive help from 
its allies in the Group of Seven 
economic powers. 

Asked about chances of joint 
intervention to support the dollar 
against the yen. Prime Minister 
Kiichi Miyuzawa told the Jiji 
Press News Agency: “No need 
for joint action. Japan should do 
it on its own." 

The BOJ persistently inter- 
vened to buy dollars for yen in 
afternoon trade after the curren- 
cy hit a historic low of 1 10.71) yen 
and also intervened above 1 1 1 
yen. but strong interbank selling 
capped sharp gains, banking 
sources and dealers said. 


Earlier in the day, the BOJ was 
seen to have bought dollars at 
around 111.25 yen and above -in 
the morning, they said. 

The dollar dosed at Loll# 
marks in Tokyo against 1 .nl7U.SH 
in New York Friday. It was at 
112.15/25 yen in New York. 

The amount of the central 
bank's dollar purchases was not 
immediately known, hut Tok>o 
dealers said that they estimate the 
bank intervened in substantial 
amounts. 

■■The BOJ seemed to have in- 
tervened in large volume, prob- 
ably the biggest compared with 
other recent interventions, hut i: 
was not enough to stop this yen- 
buying trend after Clinton's com- 
ment.'' said a dealer at a commer- 
cial bank in Tokyo. 

The yen's rise triggered profit- 
taking in the Tokyo' stock market 
and slocks ended lower. Bui the 
Nikkei average crawled back 
above the 2(MN)(I level on arbit- 
rage buying after it fell below that 
psychological support earlier tor 
the first time since lost Tuesday. 

"The Nikkei had risen about 
4.1X10 points in a month and a half 
and needed a substantial push to 
lest the upside." said analyst 
Koiehi CKa da at Nikko Secur- 
ities. “1 would say today's losses 
were modest compared with 
those gains." 

The 225-share Nikkei average 
slid 185.52 points or U.9| percent 
to 211. 112.34. with an estimated 
37U million shares traded. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHEINA 

Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, dining and living room, 
American system, new deluxe furniture, new building, indepen- 
dent central heating, fit tor diplomatic missions 

Please call Tel. 820259, 


FOR RENT 

Modern Furnished Apartments 

Two bedrooms, salon, dining room. The best location af 
Jabal Amman. 4th Circle. Private phone. 

For more information, please call Tel.: 633416 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Fully furnished apartment in Ghmeisani behind the 
Arab Bank. Consists of two bedrooms and a joint 
living & dining room, with telephone and centra? 
heating. 

If Interested, please call: 666987 
between 9:30 - 1:30 & 3:30 - 7:00 


AL-JAHEZ SCHOOLS 
REQUIRE 

An English teacher whose English language is her 
mother tongue. 

Applicants should have the following; 

A university degree and good knowledge in teaching 
languages for beginner students. 

Those who have good knowledge and wide experi-. 
ence in teaching K.G. are preferable. 

Please write to; 

P.O.Box 813 
Postal Code 11947 
Tariq Area 
AMMAN - JORDAN 
Tel. 693223 


Sanabel 
Hand Blown Glass 

The Art of glassblowing in an 
extensive selection of 
Eastern styles and color combinations. 
Visit us at 

King Abdallah Gardens 
First shop from the East 
Tel: 657714 





'I never take 
anything for 
granted. You have 
no idea what 
life has in 
store for you' 

For protection, wear your 
Birthstone. 

From; 

Dajani Jewellers 
*^1^ Amra Hotel — Amman. 
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Haiti buried as gunfire erupts; 


I Mandela blasts government 


GERMISTON, South Africa 
(Agencies) — Slain black leader 
Chris Hani was lowered into his 
grave here Monday as gunfire 
erupted around the South Park 
Cemetery near Johannesburg. 

The firing was started by a 
uniformed member of the Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC) 
army. Umkhonto We'Sizwe. who 
fired four pistol shots into the air. 
The shooting continued with 
automatic rifle fire being identi- 
fied as the coffin was lowered. 

After Mr. Hani's body was 
buried. ANC official Tokyo Sex- 
wale appealed for people in the 
crowd to cease shooting. 

“We are issuing an order for 
people to cease firing." Mr. Sex- 
wale said. 

Mr. Hani. assassinated 10 days 
ago in his home in Boksburg near 
Johannesburg, was laid to rest as 
the crowd of several thousand 
-sang a song of tribute. 

ANC President Nelson Mande- 
la threw a single red carnation 
and sand into the grave, as did 
several other leading figures of 
the movement as they fifed past. 

Earlier Monday. Mr. Mandela 
bitterly accused the Pretoria gov- 


ernment of protecting the ex- 
treme right as he addressed 
100.000 mourners who turned out 
Monday to bury Mr. Hani. 

In a speech at a packed soccer 
stadium. Mr. Mandela railed at 
President F.W. De Klerk for 
granting a broad amnesty to 
South Africans accused of politic- 
al crimes, including members of 
the security forces, through con- 
troversial legislation last Octo- 
ber. 


A member of the neo-fascist 
Afrikaner Resistance Movement. 
Janusz Walus. has been charged 
with gurfning down Mr. Hani and 
Clive Derby-Lewis, the top 
English-speaker in the main- 
stream Afrikaans Conservative 
Party was arrested in connection 
with the case Saturday. 


While radicals denounced by 
the ANC as agents provocateurs 
traded automatic weapons fire 
with police outside the stadium. 
Mr. Mandela lambasted the 
amnesty. 

“It granted a licence to kill the 
man who wished to plunge this 
country into a racial war.” he 
said. 



ANC President Nelson Mandela pays his last respects to slain South 
African Communist Party (SACP) leader Chris Hani, lying in state at 
a Soweto soccer stadium (AFP photo) 


“Through this legislation they 
were told that they could murder 
without fear of punishment." 

And he warned: “We do not 
recognise such indemnity. We 
will not accept that a murder can 
be committed and the assassin 
can plead political indemnity.” 

“The criminals are investigat- 
ing themselves." he said. When 
the ANC had first spoken of a 
third force behind the wave of 
killing that hit the Johannesburg 
area in July 1990 it was ridiculed, 
he recalled, using the ANC term 
for covert agents working to de- 
rail the peace process through 
political assassinations. 

“Now both South Africa and 
the world has recognised not only 
the existence of that same third 
force but afso the extent of its 
activities. 

“That is why De Klerk retired 
army and police force generals 
with golden handshakes, but 
neither we nor the country know 
what activities they were dismis- 
sed for." 

He slammed Mr. De Klerk for 
reacting to Mr. Hani's death by 
summoning the State Security 
Council to see how best black 
anger could be controlled. 

• “Why deploy troops against 
the mourners." he asked. "They 
say we cannot control our forces. 
We are not cattle to be control- 
led." 

And he said: "We the victims 
of violence have been blamed by 
you for the very acts that take our 
fives, yet you treat the far right 
with kid gloves.” 

"Black lives are cheap and will 
remain so as long as apartheid 
continues to exist. For the ordin- 
ary black people of this country, 
apartheid is alive and well." he 
said. 

But he was careful to link the 
anger ro the campaign of mass 
action the ANC announced Fri- 
day to put pressure on democracy 
negotiators to come up with a 
date for a non-raciaJ election by 
the erd of May. 

"This government is illegiti- 
mate. unrepresentative and unfit 
to govern." he said. “We want 


the installation of a Transitional 
Executive Council with one pur- 
pose and one purpose alone:To 
ensure that free and fair elections 
are held in the shortest possible 
time." 

Meanwhile angry black youths 
vowed vengeance for the mas- 
sacre Of people in Johannes- 
burg's Sebokeng township, saying 
they knew who was responsible 
but the police would not act. 

“These are political thugs. We 
know who they are but the prob- 
lem is even if we can tell the 
police where they are they will 
never be arrested." a township 
youth said. 

’*It is the duty of the youths to 
take the law into our own hands.” 

Police said they did not know 
the motive for the massacre and 
offered a 250.CXJ0 rand (SNJ.UUU) 
reward for information leading to 
the arrest of the killers. 

The massacre began when the 
gunmen knocked on the door of a 
township house, demanded key’s 
to a car parked outside and after 
being given them, shot dead the 
car-owner and his wife. 

For the next three hours they 
opened fire at random from the 
car in nine other sections of the 
township, leaving a trail of dead 
and wounded in their wake, 
police and witnesses said. 

"Whoever they found they 
shot." said a youth, one' of sever- 
al angry young men who vowed 
the massacre would be avenged. 

Addressing the XD.IHM) people 
gathered to mourn Mr. Hani at 
the stadium. Mr- Mandela ques- 
tioned -why the police were so 
slow to react to the massacre. 

“Where were the police 
when... gunmen rampaged 
through Sebokeng last night." he 
asked. 

One man was shot 12 times after 
recognising the killers and de- 
manding to know what they were 
doing, witnesses said. 

Joseph Kekann. of the African 
National. Congress, said the kil- 
lers were known thugs. "whose 
duty was to sow mayhem and 
destruction in the township on 
the eve of Hani's burial." 



Members of Umkhonto-We Sizwc, the ANC milit- 
ary wing, carry the coffin of the assassinated South 


African Communist Party leader Chris Hani, at the 
vigil near Soweto (AFP photo) 


China 
reportedly 
has ‘nuclear 
city’ in 
Tibet 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — China 
uses a top-secret nuclear city in 
the Tibetan plateau as its primary 
research centre and has deployed 
nuclear missiles in at least three 
sites in the semi-autonomous pro- 
vince. according to a report re- 
leased Monday. 


The International Campaign 
for Tibet (ITC) also reported that 
the Chinese have plans to build a 
nuclear reactor in Lhasa, use 
forced prison labour at ih.e nuc- 
lear sites and threaten regional 
stability with the missiles de- 
ployed in Tibet. 

“China's positioning of nuclear 
and non-nuclear weapons on the 
Tibetan plateau has pul many of 
India's major industrial and milit- 
ary facilities within striking dis- 
tance of short-range missiles." 
said the report entitled Nudear 
Tibet. 


The Washington-based orga- 
nisation formed in 1988 to moni- 
tor human rights in Tibet said its 
report was based on interviews 
with Chinese nuclear experts, 
government officials, two ITC 
facr-finding missions and Tibe- 
tans. who the group says are 
being poisoned by radiation. 

The nuclear city was also 
"dumping an unknown quantity 
of radioactive nuclear waste" 
according to the group which said 
it had received “credible reports 
of illness and death to Tibetans 


near uranium mines. 


Quoting the Tibet Information 
Network in London. ITC died an 
example of a town near amine in 
Ngaba province where 35 of the 
500 residents have died from 
drinking water polluted by nuc- 
lear waste in the past three years. 

“China's nuclear programme is 
only a fraction of the size of those 
in the United States and the 
ex-Soviet Union ...But in areas of 
nuclear proliferation, lack of 
worker safety and irresponsible 
waste disposal. China's record is 
as poor or even worse than those 
of other nuclear powers." said 
the report. 


The Chinese government de- 
nied Monday the existence of rhe 
top-secret nuclear research centre 
and nuclear weapons on the Tibe- 
tan plateau within striking dis- 
tance of India. 


The government's Nudear 
Safety Administration also de- 
nied the death of 35 people near 
uraninum mines dted in a report 
by ITC. 

"This is impossible. I have nev- 
er heard anything about this." an 
administration spokesman told 
AFP. 

The Defence Ministry declined 
to comment on the report. 


Court in Chechenya slaps 
Dudayev’s decrees 


MOSCOW (R) — The Constitu- 
tional Court in the rebel Russian 
region of Chechnya ruled Mon- 
day the president had violated the 
constitution by dissolving the 
legislature and imposing pres- 
idential rule, Interfax News 
Agency reported. 

It was not immediately dear 
whether the ruling would have 
any effect on the power struggle 
between supporters and foes of 
President Dzokhar Dudayev, a 
flamboyant former Soviet Air 
Force general. 

Parliament moved Sunday to 
impeach Gen. Dudayev, accusing 
him of trying to cany out a coup 
with a series of decrees he issued 
the previous day. including a 
midnight-to-dawn curfew in the 
capital Grozny. 

Interfax said supporters and 
opponents of Mr. Dudayev were 
planning to continue separate ral- 
lies in the city centre and quoted 


opponents as saying they feared 
force might be used against them. 
So far the dty has been reported 
calm. 

Chechnya, one of the most 
volatile regions in the tinderbox 
northern Caucasus region, used 
to be part of a broader territory 
known as Checheno-Ingushetia 
before it broke away from Russia 
and declared independence 18 
months ago. 

But public disoontent has been 
rising for months as living stan- 
dards fall. Gen. Dudayev im- 
posed the curfew after two days 
of demonstrations during which 
people called for his resignation. 

Chechen leaders have said the 
territory will not take part in the 
April 25 referendum on power 
across the Russia Federation 
when voters will be invited to say 
if they support Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin and his reform poli- 
cies. 


Hanoi general denies 
writing PoW report 


HANOI (R) — U.S. envoy 
General John Vessey heard it 
from the horse’s mouth Monday 
— Vietnamese ex-army General 
Tran Van Quang told him he did 
not write report on U.S. prison- 
ers that has caused new friction 
with Hanoi. 

“He gave us some important 
information... We're working 
hard," Gen. Vessey told repor- 
ters after an hour-long meeting 
with Gen. Quang in a ctiande- 
liered room at Hanoi's army 
guest house. 

Did Gen. Quang write the con- 
troversial 1972 report to the 
Communist Party poiitburo on 
the number of U.S. prisoners 
Hanoi then held? “He says not." 
Gen. Vessey replied. 

‘The guy writing that report 
was not Vietnamese at all." Gen. 
Quang. 76. told reporters, sug- 
gesting it may have been the 
Russian intelligence service, 
though he could not say why. 

He did his best to convince Gen. 
Vessey — and the press — that he 
was nor the author of the 1972 
document which surfaced in a 
New York limes report last 
week. 

The document said North Viet- 
nam held 1,205 prisoners at a 
time when it said it held 368 — 
implying Hanoi had hundreds 
more Americans behind bars 
than it was acknowledging. 

A Russian translation of the 
purported document was found in 
Soviet Communist Party archives 
in Moscow, the New York Times 
said. 

Gen. Quang told reporters af- 
ter meeting Gen. Vessey that the 
document was a forgery and the 
figures of U.S. prisoners of war it 
gave were higher than the U.S. 
tally at the time. 


He said he told the White 
House envoy: “The intelligence 
service which made this report 
was a very bad intelligence ser- 
vice." 


Asked who was responsible, 
he said: “You can ask the Rus- 
sian intelligence service or ask 
General Vessey," 


He said he did not understand 
the reason for such a forgery. 

“But I think it's a way to hinder 
advances in relations between 
Vietnam and the United States 
'and cooperation in solving the 
MIA (missjflg in action) issue and that 
causes misunderstanding between 
two peoples who wish normal 
relations soon,” he said. 

It had also caused suffering to 
the families of Americans still 
fisted as trussing in action, Gen. 
Quang said. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
asked Gen. Vessey to come to 
Hanoi to assess Vietnamese 
cooperation in U-S. efforts to 
account folly for more than 2.000 
servicemen -missing in Indochina 
from the Vietnam War. which 
ended in 1975. 


On his verdict may hinge a 
decision by Mr. Clinton on 
whether to lift Washington’s eco- 
nomic embargo against . Hanoi 
and establish relations, enabling 
U.S. firms to do business in one 
of Asia’s most promising emerg- 
ing economies. 

When the New York Times 
story broke, investigating the re- 
port became Gen. Vessey’s top 
priority. 

Gen. Vessey was expected to 
indicate his verdict on the issue 
after meeting Vietnamese Presi- 
dent Le Due Anh. He returns to 
Washington later to report to Mr. 
Clinton. 


Italians 

back 


reform 


by huge 
majority 


ROME (R) — Italy's watershed 
referendum has been approved, 
by a landslide, an exit poll re- 
ported Monday, with as many as 
83 per cent of voters saying “yes” 
to sweeping electoral reform. 

The poll, for RAI state televi- 
sion, was released minutes after 
voting ended in the two-day re- 
ferendum, and is regarded by 
analysts as a reliable indication. 


The extent of the' “yes” v ote as 
suggested by the Doxa Research 
Group exit poll exceeded even 
the most daring of forecasts by 
the referendum’s backers, who 
had been looking for a minimum 
60 per cent. 


Srebrenica officials block evacuation 


SARAJEVO (R) — Authorities 
in Srebrenica refused to allow 
civilians to be evacuated from the 
Muslim town Monday and the 
commander of its Bosnian Serb 
besiegers said his troops would 
not withdraw under a ceasefire. 


As the moves cast a shadow 
over efforts to ease the plight of 
thousands of refugees in the east 
Bosnian town, Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev called 
for a high-level meeting of the 
Security Council on the Yugoslav 
conflict and suggested foreign 
ministers could hold it in Srebreni- 
ca or Sarajevo. 

Encouraged by rbe success of 
U.N. helicopters which ferried 
133 badly wounded or sick people 
from Srebrenica Sunday under a 
ceasefire plan agreed by military 
commanders, the U.N. refugee 
agency sent a 19-truck convoy 
towards the town. 


But 10 of die lorries — lightly 
loaded to leave room for some of 
the 30.000 refugees trapped in 
Srebrenica by the year-old Serb 
siege — had to rum back empty. 
The nine trucks carrying food still 
awaited Serb clearance to move 


in. 


“We have received confirma- 
tion that the Bosnian authorities 
in Srebrenica will not permit any 
evacuation." a U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) spokeswoman m Bel- 
grade said. .. , 

UNHCR spokesman Peter 
Kessler told reporters in Sarajevo 
the authorities were demanding 
that 157 seriously wounded peo- 
ple — many of them amputees in 
desperate need of surgery — 
should be taken out by helicopter 
before the others could start leav- 


ing. 


The ceasefire took effect early 
Sunday morning. It seemed to be 
holding as 140 Canadian 
peacekeeping soldiers prepared 
to start disarming Srebrenica's 
Muslim defenders as agreed in 
the U.N.-brokered truce. 

“We are pleased to note that 
the ceasefire was respected abso- 
lutely yesterday." said Urs Boeg- 
\i, tire* International Committee 
of the Red Cross coordinator in 
former Yugoslavia. 

General Philippe Morillon. 
commander of U.N. peacekeep- 
ing forces in Bosnia, said Sunday 
night that the besieging troops 
would withdraw as soon as Sreb- 
renica was demilitarised. 

But the Bosnian Serbs' military 
commander. General Ratko Mla- 
dic. denied he had agreed to a 
withdrawal. 

The Bosnian Serb News Agen- 
cy (SRNA) quoted him as saying: 
“The agreement says that combat 
operations are frozen at current 
lines around Srebrenica, and T 
assumed the attitude thar nobody 
is allowed to violate the agree- 
ment." 

A three- week-old ceasefire 
across the rest of Bosnia deterio- 
rated further. The focus of the 
violence remained central Bos- 
nia. where Muslim and Croat 
forces have fought pitched battles 
that have killed scores of people 
since Friday. 

“We are veiy concerned about 
the potboiler -in central Bosnia." 
Commander Bany Frewer, U.N. 
military spokesman in Sarajevo, 
said at the weekend. 

Commander Kessler said all 
the agency's relief convoys plying 
the key corridor into central Bos- 
nia from the Adriatic coast had 
been held up by fighting. 

The Croatian News Agency 


(HINA) reported that a Muslim 
artillery attack killed six soldiers 
and a number of civilians in the 
town of Kiseljak in central Bos- 
nia. Croatian radio said Muslims 
detonated a car bomb in Vitez 
that killed many civilians but this 
could not be independently con 
firmed. 

The government army accused 
Bosnian Croat authorities of 
trying to destroy Bosnia 
Herzegovina as a state. 


In Moscow. Interfax News 
Agency quoted Mr. Kozyrev as 
saying an alternative to a meeting 
of the Security Council foreign 
ministers would be to reconvene 
the London conference which 
launched the Yugoslav peace pro- 
cess last year. 

Mr. Kozyrev said outside milit- 
ary intervention in the war was 
not on the agenda — “there is no 
point in creating illusions." 

The Bosnian Serbs -showed no 
sign of easing their refusal to 
accept the international peace 
plan which would turn Bosnia 
into virtually autonomous pro- 
vinces along ethnic lines. 


If they do not agree to the plan 
by April 26, new sanctions 
approved by the Security Council 
will take effect against Serbian- 
led Yugoslavia, which is thought 
to have influence, over the Bos- 
nian Serbs. 

Peace envoy Lord Owen said* 
he hoped the sanctions would 
stop the fighting but urged gov- 
ernments to consider interven- 
tion. 

“At the moment the Serbs are 
still taking territory and they are 
not being checked.” he said. “So 
it’s up to the governments of the 
world ...Are they going to be 
rolled over by the Serbs?" 


Another peacekeeper killed in Cambodia 


PHNOM PENH (R) — A Bulga- 
rian soldier serving with U.N. 
peacekeeping forces in Cambodia 
was killed and two were injured 
Monday when a grenade hit their 
vehicle as they rushed to relieve a 
village under Khmer Rouge 
attack. 

• He was the ninth peacekeeper, 
four of them Bulgarian, to be 
killed in Cambodia in the past 
three weeks. 

The Bulgarians’ armoured per- 
sonnel carrier was hit by an anti- 


tank grenade when it entered the 
village of New Oral in Korn pong 
Spoe province 35 kilometres from 
Phnom Penh, a spokesman for 
the U.N. Transitional Authority 
in Cambodia (UNTAC) told re- 
porters. 

One hundred and fifty Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas attacked the vil- 
lage in Samrong Tong district for 
two hours Monday morning with 
mortais, automatic weapons and 
B-40 rockets, spokesman Eric 
Fait said. 


He said the Khmer Rouge was 
-apparently trying to attack gov- 
ernment forces in the village. 

But because the village con- 
tained a U.N. district headquar- 
ters staffed by five LTNTAC 
workers, a commander in the 
provincial capital sent two 
armoured personnel carriers to 
relieve it. 

“Upon reaching the village one 
of the armoured personnel car- 
riers (APC) was hit by an anti- 
tank grenade." Mr. Fait said. 


King case officer says he received a fair trial 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — 
The police sergeant convicted in 
the Rodney King civil rights case 
said on television that he had. 
received a fair trial. 

“The system works,” Sergeant 
Stacey Koon said Sunday night as 
fears of violence in Los Angeles 
abated after the trial and Nation- 
al Guard troops were ordered to 
stand down. 

The troops were deployed a 
week ago in case of a repeat of 
the rioting that broke out last 
April when Sgt. Koon and three 
other white policemen were ac- 
quitted in a state court over the 
videotaped beating of black 
motorist Rodney Kii,g. 

A second trial — this time in a 
federal court — resulted in Sgt. 
Koon and one officer being con- 
victed Saturday and two others 
acquitted on civil rights charges 
stemming from Mr. King's 1992 
arrest. 

Die sergeant and Laurence 
Powell, who delivered the most 
baton blows, face up to 10 years 
in prison and $250,000 each in 
fines. 

Sgt. Koon, the most senior of 
the four officers, was the first to 
speak to the media. 

He said on the television show 
A Current Affair that he had 
received nothing less than a fair 
trial. 

Tm not here to badmouth the 

■stem. I’m not here to badmouth 

te jurors,” he said. 

But, alluding to the earlier 
acquittals sparking bloody riot- 
ing, Sgt. Koon added: "The 
jurors in this particular case were 
under a tremendous amount of 
stress. This was a very high- 
profile case.” 

The tool from las year’s vio- 
lence was 53 dead and nearly $1 
billion in damage. 


Los Angeles officials told Cali- 
fornia’s Governor Pete Wilson 
that the threat of riots over the 
latest trial had evaporated and he 
issued orders Sunday for the 600 
National Guard troops to stand 
down. 

“There is a general cairn in the 
city and they are no longer 
needed,” said Kevin Eckery, a 
spokesman for the governor. 

Police continued to blanket the 
streets. But officials said Police 
Chief Willie Williams was con- 
sidering scaling back the massive 
show of force. 


Sgt. Koon's defence lawyer, Ira 
Salzman, has vowed to appeal 
against his conviction, contending 
that the jurors' views were 
tainted by their worries about 
sparking racial unrest. 

However, members of the jury 
who have appeared anonymously 
on television have insisted that 
they were not affected by fears of 
new riots. 


grandson of immigrants from 
China, has been consistently 
ahead in the polls, but his lead 
has dwindled as multi-millionaire 
Richard Riordan invested a large 
chunk of his fortune in the race. 

The prize they are seeking is no 
sinecure — getting Los Angeles 
back on its feet socially and eco- 
nomically after two years during 
which the King case hung over 
the city like a dark cloud. 

Politically, Mr. Woo and Mr. 
Riordan are poles apart. 

Mr. Woo makes no objections 
to being described as an ideolo- 
gical liberal who believes the gov- 
ernment has a responsibility to 
intervene on bebalf of the poor. 

He looks to unite the city's 
ethnic factions, notably Asian, 
black and Hispanic in much the 
same fashion as outgoing Mayor 
Tom Bradley, who has been on 


the^job^ for io years. 


From the pulpits of inner-city 
churches, politicians and religious, 
leaders rejoiced Sunday over the 
verdict. 
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As life returned to norntal in 
most parts of Los Angeles, Police 
Chief Williams said there was a 
new threat because many people 
had “armed themselves to the 
teeth” in preparation for riots 
that never happened. 

“Our biggest fear is that these 
guns in the hands of amateurs are 
going to raise the death count,” 
he said on television. 

Meanwhile a Chinese-Amer- 
ican proud of his liberal views and 
a rich businessman known as the 


Ross Perot of Los Angeles are 
the frontrunners as America’s 


second largest dty prepared to 
elect a new mayor Tuesday. 
Michael Woo, the 41-year-old 


Woo has been a frequent 
visitor to those ethnic neighbour- 
hoods in south central Los 
Angeles which bore the brunt of 
last year’s rioting after die acquit- 
tal in the first King beating triaf. 
And he led a campaign that led to 
the resignation of the combative 
chief of the Los Angeles Police, 
Darryl Gates. 

Mr. Woo made it clear after 
the new King verdict issued 
Saturday where his affinities lay. 

“The verdict didn't produce, 
any jobs... That is the unfinished 
business ahead of us.” Mr. Woo 
told a gathering of blacks. “We 
need to continue the movement 
for change and reform and to 
ckwe the gap between the haves 
and have-nots.” 

His opponents counter that 
Mr. Woo is big on ideas but lost 
when it comes to applying them. 
The best example of this, they 
say, is the increasingly rundown 


state of bis district in Hollywood, 
long the West Coast symbol of 
glitz and glamour. 

According to one disgruntled 
resident writing to the Los 
Angeles Times, the famous sub- 
urb has been in steady decline 
over the last four years. “Gang 
members selling crack on every 
comer, prostitutes and vagrants 
everywhere, garbage and graffiti 
littering the streets. Would you 
live here Mr. Woo? I think not." 

That is where Mr. Rior da n 
comes in with bis strong right- 
wing emphasis on law and order 
coupled with strong faith in the 
entrepreneurial spirit and the free 
market system. 

Mr. Riordan has the backing of 
former U.S. President and Cali- 
fornia resident Ronald Reagan 
and several members of the Re- 
publican Party establishemnt 
have spoken on bis behalf. 

That, coupled with the S3 mil- 
lion of his own money he has 
spent Perot-style on the campaign 
has seen him emerge from the 
pack as the standard bearer of the 
conservatives. 


But observers here said that 
Mr. Riordan would suffer most 
from the peaceful reaction to the 
verdict in the second King trial 
and the calls for ethnic harmony 
which accompanied it. 

A total of 24 candidates are 
running in the first round of 
voting which will lead to a run-off 
on June $ between the leading 
two if no one gets an outright 
majority. 

A runoff seems likely, with the 
latest poll giving Mr. Woo and 
Mr. Riordan just 13 per cent and 
10 per bent of the vote respective- 
ly. No one else was able to get 
more than three per cent as voter 
disaffection remained high. 




Irkutsk acts to 
safeguard morals 


MOSCOW (AFP) - The legisla- 
tive council for the Siberian A?: 
gion of Irkutsk has begun open 
hearings to discuss ways of up- 
holding public moral*, and com- 
batting the “propaganda of vio- 
lence and cruelty." ITAR-TASS 
said Monday. Tlie hearings were 
being attended by leathers, law 
enforcement officials and intel- 
lectuals and were organised by a 
special commission set tip under 
the Irkutsk Council for Culture. 
Spiritual and Moral Perfection of 
Society. Last year the commis*. 
sion called for the banning of- 
black magic, sorcerers and Mi- 
called miracle workers on 
territory of the Irkutsk region. 
ITAR-TASS said- An initiative" 
from the commission also led n< 
the banning of a number of films., 
including Empire Of Feeling and 
Caligula' from li>cal cinemas and 
to the creation of the first "mur.il 
police squad" in Russia, the re- 
port said. Authorities in various 
parts of the Russian Far Uasl 
publicly denied rumours last year 
that the world was ending soon, 
accusing foreign missionaries and 
occult practitioners of seeking to 
spread panic in soviet) with rhe 
assertion. 


Official urges 
Japanese io have at 
least 3 children 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese, 
should have at least three chil- 
dren to preserve the "competitive 
spirit" needed in a market eco- 
nomy, the secretary-general of 
the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) was quoted Monday 
as saying. “You don't need to 
have as many as ten. but three to 
five,” Seiroka Kajiyama was 
quoted as saying at an LDP semi- 
nar on women in Atami, south- 
west of here. Mr. Kajiyama. him- 
self the youngest in a family of 10 
children, said large families fos- 
tered a spirit of competition 
among children, particularly at 
meal times when they fight over 
food, newspapers reported. The 
Japanese birth rate has been fall- 
ing for some time, and stood at 
9.9 per thousand last year, too 
MV according to the government. 
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Japanese say 
gangsters are a 
necessary evil 


i... 


TOKYO (R) — Nearly one in 
four young Japanese men be-, 
lieves that hiring gangsters t<S>, 
settle disputes is a necessary evil, 
according to a survey published in 
newspapers Monday. About 23 
per cent of men and 17 per cent of 
women in their 20s said that 
relying on gangsters to extort 
money or force out-of-court set- 
tlements with the use or threat of 
violence was "bad but cannot be 
helped” or else “not had.” the 
survey showed. The survey, con- 
ducted by the prime minister’s 
office, canvassed 3,000 people 
nationwide about organised 
crime. About one in four young 
men approved of paying gangs- 
ters extortion money if they 
asked for it and about the same 
number said they would hesitate 
to cooperate as a witness if they 
saw a gang member commit a 
crime or suspicious act. Asked 
why some Japanese had recourse 
to organised crime to settle their 
grievances, about fouT in 10 sail) 
that the courts took too long or 
that going to the police was too 
troublesome. The poll comes a 
year after the enactment of legal 
curbs on the activities of Japan’s 
yafcuza” gangsters. Before the 
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anti -organised crime law came 
into effect in March 1992, police 
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lacked power to rein in gangsters 
without evidence that ther had 
used violence to intimidate vic- 
tims. 


Marcos’ son wee 
in Italy, Imelda 
not invited 


MANILA (AP)~ The k 
dent Ferdinand Marcos’ 
married his Filipino fij 
‘Wv this weekend. I 
announced Monday. Fi 
35.an.emb. 
rmlippine House of Ret 
lives, married Louise 
Saturday at the Chapel 
rrancis in Resole, Italy 
said But Imelda Mar 
mother, said she wasn't 
and was shocked at tl 
which came out in two na 
emulated newspapers f 
I was surely surprised 
news item,” Mrs. 
a statement. *‘i n 

We dding, 

*“J,S roon,s two sister 

fami! rene ’ atlended the v 
sources said. Mrs 
« m Manila facing 
and criminal suits* filed 
government of Corazcm 
Jj? '/“tailed as p 
the February P 
volt that toppled M? 
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